



en. The 
ed those 


- on the 


an honor 
‘or man, 
to know 
> of. the 
nor God 
pect one 
e week? 
s to the 


lumility, 
10Soever 
ed; and 
be ex- 
of God 
nd con- 
r fruit- 
hly and 
. in hu- 
He was 
, Pray 
rd with 


he Lost, 

found 
ju were 
Teaven, 
‘eel for 
irdened 
le mat- 
wisely 
of sin- 
much? 
around 
grace, 


d Man. 


ich be 
things 
mand- 
lity to 
» God 
sible 


ctrine. 
with 
today 
Bible 





NOILVIS Ps eo tome 3 b is) 


82962 
ASVEGIT AINS BOVE 


Wye 


i@ ce o7e Oy) 














Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


> 





Volume One Hundred and One, No: 4 


Copyright, 1959, by The Sunday School | Times 2 ris postage bald nat at, Philadelphia, Bs. and at additional’ mailing offices, 
Published weekly by The Sunday Schoal Phil phia, January 24, 1959 $4.00 a year, in clubs, $3.00 


See page 83 





Lesson for February 8 in this issue 


Lesson 6.—Jesus Questioned About the 
Resurrection. Luke 20:27-40; John 14:1-7. 





Notes on Open Letters: 
White Cupboards and Dirty Hands 
The Inspiration and Translation of the 
Scriptures. II. By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 71 





Life Among the Aucas 72 
Getting Children Saved. . 

By Lulu Jordan Cheesman ...................... 73 
International Uniform Lesson .................... 74-80 


C.E. Topic—Progress in Race Relations. 
By John W. Lane, Jr. ......................--...--- 80 








With the New Books 80 
Children—The Good Shepherd. 

By Sara Shields 83 
For Family Worship. 

By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. ............ 84 


. 


Resurrection Hope 
By Helen Rogers Smith 


E DWELL upon some bitter, 
numbing loss, 
Our sorrow hug, our souls to comfort 
close, 
Till looking up we see the vacant cross, 
Reminding us of Him who died and 
rose. 


No longer is the grave so dark and cold 

Since Jesus Christ, who once was 
thither borne, 

With life divine has warmed and 
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lighted it, 
To bless both those who sleep and 
those who mourn. 


E’en through our tears we see the tomb 


aglow 
With the soft radiance Jesus o’er it 
shed. 
His living presence, bright with hope 
and trust, 
Surrounds both us and our beloved 
dead. 


sy 


The Christian’s View of Death 


Though death is still an enemy, yet 
to the believer it is not nearly so for- 
midable as to the unbeliever. It still 
breaks through every barrier that. med- 
ical science can set up and snatches 
our loved ones away from us. But we 
know that those who are saved are 





“with Christ; which is far better.” 
When death strikes, we need all the 
comfort we can find in the Seriptures 
and in the writings of skillful expositors 
who have thought much about our last 
enemy in the light of the Word. There- 
fore those who are not familiar with 
them may some day be glad to have 
the following comments on death, 
taken from Matthew Henry’s very full 
and helpful exposition of the raising of 
Lazarus: “Those whom Christ is pleased 
to own as His friends, all His disciples 
should take for theirs. Christ speaks 
of Lazarus as their common friend; 
Our friend. Death itself does not -break 
the bond of friendship between Christ 
and a believer. Lazarus is dead, and 
yet he is still our friend. He calls the 
death ‘of a believer a sleep; he sleepeth. 
It is good to call death by such names 
and titles as will help to make it more 
familiar and less formidable to us. The 


death of Lazarus was in a peculiar sense. 


a sleep, as that of Jairus’s daughter, be- 
cause they were to be raised again 
speedily; and since we are sure to rise 
again at last, why should that make 


x 


any great difference? And why should 
-not the believing hope of that.resuf- 
rection to eternal life, make it as easy 
to us to put off the body and die, as it 
is to-put off our clothes and go to sleep? 
A good Christian, when he dies, does 
but sleep: he rests from the labours of 
the day past, and is refreshing himself 
for the next morning. Nay, herein 
death has the advantage of sleep, that 
sleep is only the parenthesis, but death 
is the period of our cares and toils. 
The soul does not sleep, but becomes 
more active; but the body sleeps with- 
out any toss, without any terror; not 
distempered nor disturbed. The grave 
to the wicked is a prison, and its grave- 
clothes as the shackles of a criminal 
reserved for execution; but to the godly 
it is a bed, dnd all its bands as the soft 
and downy fetters of an easy, -quiet 
sleep. Though the body corrupt, it will 
rise in the morning as if it had never 
seen corruption; it is but putting off 
our clothes to be mended and trimmed 
up for the marriage-day, the corona- 
tion-day, to which we must rise. . See 
Isaiah 57:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:14. The 
Greeks called their burying-places dor-_ 
mitories.” So'then, though we are called 
to walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, and even more than 
the shadow, death itself, we can still 
say, “I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. . . . ‘and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord for ever” (Psa. 23: 

4, 6). 
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Does a Tenth Belong to God? 


By Dr. H. Clay Trumbull 
Reprinted from The Sunday School Times, August 28, 1880 


HERE are some duties that the 
Bible seems to recognize as under- 
stood from the beginning. There is 
no mention of their origin and first an- 
nouncement. Their violation, or their 
performance, is mentioned incidentally, 
in the sacred story, long before they 
are recorded as: specifically enjoined. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Fear thou not... let not thine . 
hands be slack” (Zeph. 3:16). 








It appears to be taken for granted that 
they were known to be duties, at man’s 
very start in the world. 

There is no record, for instance, of 
any law against murder until after the 
Deluge; but Cain was not exculpated 
from guilt on the ground that he had 
never been told not to kill his brother. 


No Commanp To Pray 

There is no command to prayer— 
either public or private prayer—in any 
of the earlier books of the Bible; but 
most of the patriarchs whose story is 
elaborated are represented as in the 
habit of prayer. And although the 
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duty of praying is not specifically en- 
joined in the Ten Commandments, it 
was and is recognized as of ‘universal 
obligation. 

The duty of tithing—of paying one- 
tenth of one’s entire income to the 
Lord—is one of these duties that seems 
to have needed the record of no original 
announcement or _ injunction. Like 
prayer, tithe-paying was practiced by 
the patriarchs long before the procla- 
mation, of the Mosaic law. While, as in 
the case of prayer, it finds no specific 

mention in‘ the Decalogue, tithe-paying 
has had, and it has, a widespread recog- 
nition in the world—a recognition that 
would be as nearly universal as that 
given to prayer, if it were not that it 
costs so much more. The duty of tithe- 
paying certainly seems to stand out in 
the Bible ‘as a duty of equal obligation 
with prayer; and its willful violation 
appears to be there counted just as 
surely deserving of condemnation as 
the breach of any or all of the Ten 
Commandments. 

The first Bible mention of tithes 
is in the fourteenth chapter of Gen- 
esis, where Abram, returning from the 
slaughter of the kings, was met by 
Melchizedek, a “priest of the most high 
God,” and he gave him tithes of all the 
spoils. It does not appear by the record 
that that act on Abram’s part was some- 
thing unlike anything ever done before. 
On the contrary, it appears to have 
been the spontaneous performance of a 
most seemly and fitting aet—the per- 
formancé indeed of a plain duty: for 
Abram did not count those particular 
spoils of battle his own; he looked at 
them as properly belonging to the king 
of Sodom; but whosesoever they were, 
one-tenth of them belonged of right to 
the Lord, and must be handed over to 
the Lord’s representative. He delivered 
the spoils of ‘battle to their rightful 
owner—with the “government tax 
paid.” This, be it remembered, was 
long before the Mosaic law had made 
tithe paying obligatory on Jehovah’s 
peculiar people. And, to go outside of 
the sacred record, it is found that “the 
usage of consecrated tithes existed 
among the Greeks, Romans, Carthagin- 
ians, and Arabians,” as may be seen by 
a reference to Herodotus, Diodorus, Sec- 
ulus, Xenophon, and other ancient his- 
torians. The duty of tithe-paying would, 
therefore, seem to rest on the common 
law of God’s Kingdom, rather than on 
any specific statutory requirement. 


Gop’s, Common Law or ALL AGES 


Yet there is no lack in the Bible of 
specific commands for tithe-paying, or 
of explicit commendation for the per- 
formance of this duty, and denuncia- 
tions of those who neglect it. We have 
found this duty recognized in the first 
book of the Old Testament. Later we 
find specific and répeated commands 
for its continued exercise. 

In. the last book of the Old Testament 
we find its neglect denounced of God 
as nothing short of robbery. “Will a 
.man rob God?” He asks. Is there a 
man bad enough to deliberately steal 
from God? That is God’s question; and 
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His answer to it is: “Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.” 
In using the one-tenth of your income 
which is the Lord’s portion, you have 


robbed God of His property. That is_ 


God’s way of stating this case. In other 
words, if any of you who profess to be 
the Lord’s children have failed to pay 
over to the Lord His tenth of your in- 
come, you are thieves; that is the plain 
English of the Bible teaching on this 
subject. 

It is, as has been shown, of no use to 
say. that tithe-paying was a mere duty 
of the Mosaic ceremonial law, and that, 
therefore, it was done dway with in 
Christ. Tithe-paying we find to have 
been a recognized duty long before the 
days of Moses, and outside of the realm 
of Israel; and in its essence it was re- 
peatedly enjoined by Christ and the 
apostles upon all who would be fol- 
lowers of Christ. One-seventh of all 
our time and one-tenth of all our in- 
come belong to the Lord to begin with. 
The common law of God settles this. 
This was true before the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, during it, and since then. 

It is all very well for a disciple of 
Christ to affirm that he is m" longer 


» 
+ 
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bound by the letter of the law on either 
of these points, if he unmistakably 
lives up to the spirit of that law. If he 
really counts and uses every day, and 
all his income, as the Lord’s, a Christian 
man need not be particular to bring 
either his religious giving down to the 
exact one-tenth of his income, or his 
religious rest and worship down to the 
exact one-seventh of the week. But if 
he means to use his Christian liberty 
to excuse him from giving as large a 
share of his time and income to the: 
Lord as the Jewish law, and as God’s 
common law of all ages, required from 
a man, then he is not only what God 
calls a.robber, but a robber under the 
cloak of Christianity—a hypocritical 
robber. ( 


THE Pook WmDow 


The widow who cast in “all her liv- 
ing” to the Temple treasury was excus- 
able for not stopping to be particular 
about the tithes. But she, by the way, 
had doubtless paid her tithes before 
she made that offering. So might any 
man be thus excusable who was sure 
he never gave less than a quarter of 
his income into the Lord’s treasury. 


(Continued on page 82) 








NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


White Cupboards and 
Dirty Hands 


Sometime ago we studied a series 
of Sunday school lessons on Social 
Justice. The series was opened with 
a lesson concerning justice and God’s 
mercy. THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
certainly did a good job in making 
this lesson very clear. However, I 
would like to share with you a little 
experience which made this lesson 
even more clear. 

My kitchen contains the white 
metal cupboards that were popular 
several years back. I had just fin- 
ished washing and polishing them and 
thought that now my kitchen was im- 
maculate. 

Just then someone knocked on the 
door. It was the little boy next door. 
Ordinarily he is an adorable little 
fellow; not quite three years old. 
This day he was very dirty. 

“I am sorry,” I told him, “you can’t 
come in here. My kitchen is spotless. 
My cupboards are cleaned and you 
would get them all full of dirty fin- 
gerprints. You go home and get 
washed first and then come back.” 

I went back to my duties but the 
youngster did not go home. He 
stayed by the door crying to be let 
in 


Then I thought to myself, “Is that 
the way to treat a little child? Even 


if he did go home and try to get 
cleaned up himself he would not be 
able to get washed nearly clean.” So, 
I opened the door and let him in. 
Then I washed him and told him, 
“Now, ‘you are welcome.” 

- Then the Sunday school lesson 





which was in the back of my mind 
seemed to leap forward. 

That is God’s mercy and grace. In 
all justice we are too dirty (sinful) 
to enter into His kingdom. We our- 


selves, like the little youngster, are - 


unable to wash ourselves clean. God, 

seeing our distress, cleanses us from 

. our sins and says, “Now you are fit 
to enter in. Welcome!” 

So simple are the great truths con- 

cerning justice and God’s mercy.— 
A Pennsylvania reader. 


This is a good illustration of the * 


truth that salvation is all of God and 
does not depend on any merit of our 
own. God does not ask-us to make our- 
selves righteous before coming to Him, 
but reverses the process, asking us to 
come to Him as we are, and then, 
through the shed blood of Christ, He 
will forgive our sins and declare us 
righteous. What a hopeless Gospel it 
would be if we had to make propiti- 
ation for our sins ourselves and cleanse 
our hearts before He would accept us! 
“But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Much more then, 


._ being now justified by his blood, we 


shall be saved from wrath through 
him’. (Rom. 5:8, 9). 

From an old hymn signed i “Hart,” 
and found in a collection published 
just one hundred years ago and out of 
print, come these comforting lines: 

Let not conscience make yee linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream! 
All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him. 
T He gives you 
’Tis the Spirit’s rising 
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II. The Inspiration and Translation of the Scriptures 


Matthew Henry, John Bunyan, and the 


Bible itself on translation 


HE. Westminster divines of A.D. 
1647, in their Larger Catechism, 
ask in Question three, “What is 
the Word of God?” Their answer is, 
“The Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments are the Word of God, 
the only rule of faith and obedience.” 
Nothing is stated in that answer about 
the Scriptures as “originally given.” 
They meant the translated Scriptures. 
I have before me a statement that 
“the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, as originally given, 
are the infallible record of the perfect, 
final and authoritative revelation of 
God’s will, altogether sufficient in them- 
selves as a rule of faith and practice.” 
That is true; but it may imply that.the 
translated Scriptures may not be thus 
defined. There is not a known manu- 
script of the Scriptures “as originally 
given” on the face of the earth. If the 
definition I have quoted is limited to 
the original Scriptures, then the Church 
of Christ has no “final and authoritative 
revelation of God’s will, altogether suf- 
ficient in themselves as a rule of faith 
and practice” in her possession. 


In Languages Given by God 

Consider the translated Scriptures. 
They, too, are in languages originally 
given by God. Genesis 11, verses 7 and 
9, teach that. There is not a man-orig- 
inated oral language among the peoples 
of the earth. “The confusion of lan- 
guages occurred instantaneously and 
miraculously” (Jamieson). Noah Web- 
Ster ‘said: “Language and the gift of 
speech is the immediate act of God.” 
God chose three of those languages in 
which to give man a revelation of His 
will... Translations are in languages 
originating in God only. That fact 
should be remembered when reading 
our translated Scriptures. 

Take a simple yet suggestive illustra- 
tion on one original\ word. The word 
in the original Hebrew Bible for hand 
is yad; the original Greek Bible word 
is cheir; translated into English it is, as 
I stated, “hand”; translated into Latin it 
is manus; translated into Japanese it is 
te. Not one of those words in the re- 
Spective languages originated in man; 
God only originated each word in each 
language. So it is throughout; original 
words in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek 
are translated into words of other lan- 
guages, each of which originated in 
God. The Scriptures themselves illus- 
trate translations of an original lan- 
guage into words of. another language. 
I,come now to a second illustration of 
that from the Bible. (The first was 
given in my first article.) 

2. King Ahasuerus wished to send 
a@ proclamation .to “every people” 
throughout the “hundred twenty and 
seven provinces” of his world-wide em- 
pire. The proclamation: was written 


Editorial correspondence shows that 
many people are troubled over the 
question of whether: we can trust 
the standard translations of the 
Bible which we have in our ‘hands 
today. Dr. Petrie has made a 
thorough study of this subject and 
this is the second article in a brief 
series. He teaches New Testa- 
ment Greek in the Northwest Bible 
College, and courses in the Seattle 
Bible Training School and King’s 
Vocational Bible Institute, all in 
Seattle. He also has a 15-minute 
program called “The Bible Hour” 
over ‘Station KGDN from Monday 
through Friday. 








in one language, and then translated 
into the other languages. The king 
commanded: “Write ye also for the 
Jews, as it liketh you, in the king’s 
name, and seal it with the king’s ring: 
for the writing which is written in the 
king’s name, and sealed with the king’s 
ring, may no man reverse. Then were 
the king’s scribes called at that time 

.. and it was written according to all 
that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews 


. unto every province according to ° 


the writing thereof, and unto every 
people after their language, and to the 
Jews according to their writing, and 
according to their language. . . . The 
copy of the writing for a command- 
ment to be given in every province 
was published unto all the peoples” 
(Heb.; Esther 8:8-13). The words of the 
original language were translated: into 
the words of the peoples of all the 
provinces. Each language was as final 
and authoritative’ and sufficient as a 
rule of practice as the original. The 
king desired that all peoples of all 
languages know his will and purpose, 
each in their, own language, and. act 
accordingly. So it is with the Word of 
God. Nothing better has been said 
about this action of King Ahasuerus 
than this by the famous commentator, 
Matthew Henry: “Shall the subjects of 
an earthly prince have his decrees in 
a language they understand? and shall 
God’s oracles and laws be locked up 
from His servants in an unknown 
tongue?” The absolute fact is that 
just as the king’s decrees were his, 
though translated into other languages, 
so the oracles of the Word of God are 
His, though translated into other lan- 
guages. ; 
Faithful Translations Are Authoritative 
In Daniel 4 is a similar illustration of 
an original document trahslated into all 
the languages of the known world. That 
chapter tells of a state document which 
Daniel has preserved for us in the orig- 
inal language, which is Syriac, or Ara- 
maié. Its opening words are, “Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king, unto all people, 
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nations, and languages, that dwell in 
all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto 
you.” This state document, originally . 
in Syriac, was certainly translated into 
the languages of the peoples “in all 
the earth,” sent and read to each of 
them. Can you imagine any pbople 
not accepting it because it was not read 
to them, or given to them, in the orig- 
inal language? The question of the 
original was not, I think, ever raised! 
Coming from the king it was as final 
and authoritative in each language as 
it was in the original. So it is with the 
Word of God. Honest and faithful 
translations are as final and authorita- 
tive revelations of God’s will, and suf- 
ficient in themselves, as the originals. 

In connection with the imprisonment 
and trial of John Bunyan (1628-1688) 
the matter of the original Greek came 
up. Here is a transcription from Bun- 
yan’s account of it. 

“Foster. He said that I was ignorant 
and did not understand the Scriptures, 
for how, said he, can you understand 
them when you know not the original 
Greek? 

“Bunyan. To whom I said that if 
that was his opinion, that none could 
understand the Scriptures \but those that 
had the original Greek, then but very 
few of the poorest sort should be saved, 
yet the Scripture saith ‘that God hides 
His things from the wise and prudent, 
(that is from the learned of the world), 
and reveals them to habes and suck- 
lings.’” (Imprisonment of John Bun- 
yan, written by himself.) 


Bunyan’s Contention for Translation 


What untold blessings the translated 
Bibles have been to the world! What 
blessings John Bunyan’s writings, based 
on the Bible, have been to the world! 
And he had and read a translated copy! 
Bunyan in his day had to contend 
against others for the truth that the 
translated Bible was the Word of God. 
In his autobiography, “Grace Abound- 
ing to the Chief of Sinners,” he writes 
of a certain group: “The errors that 
these people then maintained were: 
That the Holy Scriptures were not the 
Word of God.” That error and others 
“fomented by them,” drove Bunyan to 
his English Bible. He says: “I was 
driven to a more narrow search of the 
Scriptures, and was through their light 
and testimony, not only enlightened, 
but greatly confirmed and comforted in 
the truth.” In his church he had occa- 
sion to stand up for his translated 
Scriptures, which he considered “the 
true copies of the original “Scriptures.” 
From the book, “Bunyan’s Complete 
Works,” I pass on this: “In the last 
year of his twelve years imprison- 
ment, the pastor of the congregation 
at Bedford died, and he (Bunyan) 
was chosen to that care of souls, on 
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the 12th of December, 1671. And in 
this charge he often had disputes with 
scholars that came to oppose him, as 
supposing him an ignorant person; and 
though he argued plainly, and by Scrip- 
ture, without phrases and logical ex- 
pressions, yet he nonplussed one who 
came to oppose him, in his congrega- 
tion, by demanding, Whether or no we 
kad the true copies of the original 
Scriptures?” The story is that this 
“scholar” told: Bunyan that he did not 
have the original Scriptures. To which 
Bunyan replied, “Neither do you!” The 
“scholar” said that he had “copies of 
the original Scriptures,” meaning the 
Hebrew and Greek. Whereupon Bun- 
yan said, pointing to his English Bible, 
“And I have a copy, and a good one, 
too!” 

3. In Acts 2:4, 8, 11, we have another 
illustration of. our theme, Inspiration 
and Translation. These verses tell of 
that wonderful time when God spoke 
to “Jews, devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven” (v. 5). The ones 
who had received the heavenly effusion 
of the Holy Spirit “began to speak with 
other’ tongues” to those people, “as the 
Spirit gave them utterance” (v. 4), so 
that the hearers said, “How hear we 
every man in our own tongue, wherein 
we were born? . . ..we do hear them 
speak in our tongues the wonderful 
works of God” (vv. 8, 11). Every man 
heard what was equally the Word of 
God to him, hongh in different lan- 
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ene Is it likely that the Holy Spirit 
‘would grant that these people from 
many parts. of the world, speaking 
and understanding different languages, 
should hear the message and Word of 
God in their tongues, and yet that He 
should not grant that His message and 
Word be put in writing and translated 
into the languages of the world? This 
great and gracious event of God’s 
speaking to peoplés “out of every na- 
tion under heaven” is to us “a plain 
intimation of the mind and will of God, 
that. the sacred record of God’s won- 
derful works should be preserved by 
all nations in their own tongue; that 
the Scriptures should be read and pub- 
lic worship performed, in the vulgar 
[common] languages’ of the nations” 
(Matthew Henry). 

That day those people heard of the 
wonderful works of God “such as the 
Incarnation of Christ; His various mir- 
acles, preaching, death, resurrection, 
ahd ascension; and the design of God 
to save the world through Him” (Adam 
Clarke). Each one heard the very 
Word of God, equally so, in his own 
native tongue. We also may say with 
John Bunyan that in our Bible we have 


a copy of the original Scriptures, and 


a good copy it is, too! It is truly the 
final and authoritative revelation of 
God’s will, altogether sufficient in itself 
as a rule of faith and practice; and I 
for one say, Hallelujah! 


(To be continued) 


Life Among the Aucas 


The following are extracts from ‘recent letters from Betty Elliot in 


Ecuador. 


The November 10 letter was written to Marilou McCully 


and Marjorie Saint in Quito and is used by permission under this pro- 
vision: “Copyright 1958 pursuant to universal copyright convention Sam 


Saint attorney in fact.” 
her family. 


The December 3 and 7 letters were written to 
Rachel Saint, Dayuma,. Betty Elliot, and her daughter, 


Valerie, nearly four, spent about seven weeks in the Auca territory. 
They came out together for a time and now at present writing (Dec. 18) 
Betty has gone back alone. Valerie is with Marjorie Saint in Quito. 
The situation in the Auca settlement is difficult and somewhat danger- 
ous, so Mrs. Elliot needs much prayer.—Ep1rTor. 


November 10, 1958 
Tiwanu 

STERDAY was Sunday and, as 
msual, Dayuma had her meeting 
with most of those who were here. 
Some give evidence of paying attention 
by an occasional remark or question on 
what she says. (Do not suppose that 
the questions are of a theological na- 
ture and indicate “a seeking heart”’— 
they are limited to things like “and 
the basket floated?” in the story of 
Moses.) Others behave as _ Indians 
everywhere normally behave when 
seated in any company—one hunts lice, 
another compares the fly bites on her 
legs with her neighbors’; another ex- 
hibits her child’s putrid casé of foot 


fungus; another picks her son’s teeth., 


The men watch the birds, with appro- 
priate remarks, identifying them en- 
thusiastically as ‘small boys identify 
the cars that go by—with sound effects 
as well. But one never knows what 
may sink in. The wonder is that any 


‘ 





of it does, but it seems to. Pray for 
clear understanding on their part, of 
the love of God. If I nearly despaired 
of teachings this to the Quichuas, I 
don’t know how we'll teach the Aucas. 
The easy answer is “Show them.” I 
found among Quichuas that the things 
which to us demonstrate affection, con- 
cern, or real love, to the Quichua often 
demonstrate either nothing at all or 
just gringo stupidity. I was talking to 
one of George’s wives the other day 
asking her if she remembered (loved, 
thought about—all three English words 
are translated with a single word) him. 
“I think about him [love him, remem- 
ber him] not at all,” was her reply. 
Dawa’s parents were killed by Kimu, 
then he took Dawa for a wife. Asked 
if she‘ felt sad or loved her parents, she 
said, “Why in the world would I love 
them? They were no good—they were 
only going to die anyway.” 

John tells us that the proof that: we 
belong to God is that we love the breth- 











some really obvious miracles in this 
tribe. Start praying that they’ll learn 
what love is, even if their vocabulary 
contains only one apparently hopelessly 
inadequate word. 

Last night some of the Aucas made 
poor Val cry by telling her that Dabu_, 
was going to chop her with an axe. 


Then, of course, they all roared with — 


laughter. It is one of their favorite 
sports—to see someone or some animal 
suffer. They tease and whip the dogs 
without mercy, pull their ears;~ yank 
their tails; I saw a boy hold ‘a baby up 
to a nest of stingless wasps which get 


into your hair: and drive you wild . 


tangling and biting. His amusement at 
the baby’s screams knew no bounds. 
These give some glimpse of the kind of 
mind with which we deal. Pray above 
all that we may know how to show 
them what love means. 


December 3, 1958 
Arajuno 
ODAY I showed the Aucas how to 
play an organ, introduced them to 
ice, a typewriter, a stapler, a hammer, 
a set of drawers, a wood stove, and I 
don’t know what other wonders. To 


each, the question was always, “Did © 


Did your husband? 
Did dutu + (doctor)? No? Somebody 
else? Oh.” As I lay asleep at five a.m. 
Dabu strolled into the bedroom, said, 
“Gikari, you’re sleeping?” Oh no, noth- 
ing like that! He wanted fire. As I 
ate lunch, Auca fingers kept interrupt- 
ing my fork on its way to my mouth, 
to lick whatever was on it. One man 
lay down across the table, his bare 
stomach resting nearly in the plate, 
and licked the butter from the butter 
dish. “Fat,” was his comment. 


you make this? 


December 7, 1958 
Arajuno 

OU say “the Aucas seem to love 

Val.” I wish I could think they 
loved anybody. It is constantly amaz- 
ing to me to see their apparent lack of 
feeling. It is not sufficient to say, “Oh 
well, they just express themselves dif- 
ferently.” They are cruel to children 
and animals, they laughed when Oman- 
kiri died, they insist that they do not 
even think about their dead husbands, 
brothers, séns. Quichuas, when I tell 
them stories about Auca killings, always 
listen with sad fates, punctuate the 
story with wails and exclamations of 
distress. Aucas laugh. Cornell’s [Capa, 
Life photographer] picture of: Val play- 
ing with Mintaka was -a rare occasion 
indeed. Mintaka could be quite nasty 
to Val. Barbara Youderian told Marj 
she saw her slap Val across the face be- 
hind my back. Mankamu, while very 
tolerant and understanding, has _ cer- 
tainly never shown any affection for 
Val, nor for her own three.kids, for that 
matter. Dayuma was telling the story 
of Lazarus. a few weeks ago. When 
she came to the part about their weep- | 
ing, she had to explain this to the 
Aucas. “Foreigners cry when someone 
dies—they don’t laugh like we do.” 






Just this week Dr. Tidmarsh gave the 
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ren. The Lord is going to have to do — 
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Aucas a rooster. They plucked it, beat 
its head with a knife, and plunged it 
into the flames, without killing it. Then 
they let it go to run around, and every- 
one had‘a great laugh at it. 

Yes, the leaf huts are about the. size 
of a doghouse. Dayuma’s house is 


literally a roofed bed. Nothing else.. 


The “30 foot” house proved to be only 
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‘about 18. The Aucas work on the houses 
when they have a chance, but the 
paucity of men is the biggest difficulty, 
when they have a full-time job as it is 
trying to feed the hoards of women 
and kids, plus trying to cut down treees 
to accommodate the plane and the 
bucket drops. It'll be a long, long time 
before there’s an airstrip. 


Getting Children Saved 


A message that has brought results 


LTHOUGH Christian literature of- 
fers volumes of plans and sugges- 
tions for getting children saved, all too 
often as teachers we fall short of the 
goal. We talk to our pupils about the 
necessity of being saved, and still we 
circumvent the very heart of the proc- 
ess. We promote them to the next 
class hoping that we have laid the 
foundation for a born-agdin experience. 
It is so easy to present the plan of 
salvation to children. Their hearts are 
open and receptive, they readily accept 
the invitation if we have given them 
the fundamentals upon which faith is 
built. This plan has been used success- 
fully with third grade boys, between 
eight and nine years old. They have 
no doubts about it, they know they 
are saved. They are different, more 
receptive, more responsive, more rev- 
erent, more deeply interested in the 
Word. : ; 

The invitation is given at various in- 
tervals, especially when lessons are 
closely correlated. Usually three or 
four will respond at a time, and their 
testimony will be helpful for others to 
accept the Lord. 

The procedure is very informal, hav- 
ing been worked out carefully and 
prayerfully in advance. It is given 
quite extemporaneously, with texts 
quoted from the Word. We know that 
the Word of God is quick and sharp, it 
is like a fire and like a hammer, it shall 
not return unto Him void. I think we 
should not give it from memory or from 
a quarterly, but read it right from the 
Bible with places marked for quick 
reference. I believe in teaching from 
the Bible always, with quarterlies used 
for reference and not for textbooks. 

This age group can be quite restless. 
All toys and trinkets must be put away, 
all distractions eliminated. Fun-lovers 
should be given separated seats. Often 
a direct question calling the inattentive 
one by name will be sufficient to con- 
centrate attention upon the presenta- 
tion. In the question-and-answer method 
Suggested, there should be opportunity 
for individual response. 


THE MEssAGE ITSELF 


What do we call this Book? Yes, it 
is called the Bible. It is also called 
the Word of God. How is this Book 
different from other books? Yes, | it 
tells ys about God. Do you know the 


By LULU JORDAN CHEESMAN 


names of the, three persons in the 
family of God? Yes, they are God the 
Father, God the Son Jesus Christ, and 
God the Holy Spirit. Each of them has 
His own work to do, but these three 
are called the Trinity, or the Three-in- 
one, or one God. The Lord Jesus Christ 
is also called our Saviour. 

The most important thing the Bible 
tells us is the way to get to Heaven. 
It tells us what happened when God 
first made the world, in -the beginning. 
Do you know the names of the first 
man and woman He made? Yes, they 
were Adam and Eve. What did they 
do? They disobeyed God and brought 
sin into the world, and people have 
sinned éver since then. Does everybody 
go to Heaven? Why not? Where else 
may they go? Do you know this verse 
from the Bible? “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in hifm should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life” (John 3:16). Shall we say 
it together? We want to talk about 
God’s_only Son this morning, and find 
out how we may. believe in Him and 
have everlasting life in Heaven. 

Do you know that the Lord Jesus 
keeps a book in Heaven called the Book 
of Life? (Read Rev. 21:27—just the 
last part of it). He writes in it the 
names of those who aré saved and who 
belong to Him. There must be many 
books, for in another place it speaks 


about our own life books being opened. - 


But right here it says that only those 
whose names are written in His, Book 
of Life will go to Heaven. Would you 
like to have Him write your name in 
His Book of Life? 

But you know that no sin can enter 
Heaven, and the Lord Jesus came to 
save sinners. (Read Matt. 9:13; the 
same truth is also in Mark 2:17 and 
Luke 5:32.) How can we get rid of 
our sins? Yes, the Bible says we must 
ask to have them forgiven, and it says 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses 
us from all sin (read 1 John 1:9 and 
last part of v. 7). We do not under- 
stand how, but we know that it does. 

When our Lord Jesus Christ was cru- 
cified, wicked men put a crown of 
thorns upon His head and His blood 
ran down. They pulled out His beard 
and His blood ran down. They beat 
and whipped Him and His blood ran 
down. They nailed His hands and feet 
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to the cross and His blood ran down. 
Then a soldier stuck a spear into His 
side and all the blood ran out of His 
heart.. Every last drop of His blood 
was shed for our sins. He suffered and 
died on the cross for our sins. The 
Lord Jesus had no sin. Were you ever 
punished for something you had not 
done? 

We have just read in the Bible that if 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive our sins, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses our 
hearts from all sin. (Have a good-sized 
red heart with. big black sin spot on one 
side, smaller black spots on the other 
side, and one clean heart). : 

Every human being born into this 
world is sinful. Little babies do not 
sin, but as soon as they get big enough, 
they begin to sin. The Lord Jesus will 
give us a clean heart, then we have 
been born again, we have become chil- 
dren of God. (Read John 3:3.) When 
we say we are sorry for our sins, and 
ask Him to forgive us and wash our 
hearts in His shed blood, He will.do it. 
He says that whatever we ask in His 
name, He will do (John 14:13, 14). 
(Show the heart with the black ‘sin 
spot on it, cover it with the clean 
heart.) Now we have the sin spot all 
washed away in the blood of the Lord 
Jesus, we have been born again, we 
have become children of God. No mat- 
ter how wicked any man has been, the 
Lord Jesus will forgive him and take 
all his past sins away forever. He will 
write his name in the Book of Life. 
That is how He becomes our Saviour. 

We can still sin. We may be children 
of God, but we may get sin spots on our 


new hearts. (Turn the new heart over 
so the small sin spots show). How 
many times will He forgive us? (Matt. 


18:22, not only seventy times seven, 
but always). What are some sins that 
boys and girls might do to get sin spots 
on their new hearts? (They can name 
some). We need to pray every day, 
asking the Lord to help us not to sin, 
asking Him to wash our hearts in His 
blood. (Cover the small spots with the 
clean heart). 

Would you like to ask Him to forgive 
you and to take. away that big black 
sin: spot that you were born with? 
Would you like to have Him give you a 
clean heart washed in His blood? 

We must believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to get Him to save us. We 
learned all these things about Him in 
our Sunday school lessons. Do you be- 
lieve that He lived with His Father in 
Heaven? That He became a little baby 
born in Bethlehem, and that His mother 
was named Mary? Do you believe that 
He is the Son of God, and that He lived 
on this earth for a little while? Do you 
believe that He stopped the storm upon 
the sea? That He fed five thousand 
people with five loaves of bread and a 
few fishes? Do you believe that He 
raised Lazarus from the dead? Do you 
believe that He healed blind people? 
Walked on the sea? Do you believe that 
He was crucified on the cross? That 
He arose from the dead, and that His 


{ (Continued on page 83) 
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LESSON 6. FEB. 8. JESUS QUESTIONED 
ABOUT THE RESURRECTION 


Luke 20:27-40; John 14:1-7; printed text, Luke 20:27-38 
Golden Text.—For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.—Luke 20:38 


. ’ THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Luke 20:27 Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, 
which deny that there is any resurrection; and they asked 


him, 


28 Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man’s 
brother die, having a wife, and he die without children, that 
his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his 


brother. 


29 There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took 


a wife, and died without children. 


30 And the second took her to wife, and he died childless. 
31 And the third took her; and in like manner the seven 


also: and they left no children, and died. 
32 Last of all the woman died also. 


33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is 


she? for seven had her to wife. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
4 ex Sadducees’ question is the sec- 
ond of a series of three. The first 

* Question was in the area of politics 
(Luke 20:19-26). This is in the area of 
doctrine. The cunning men must have 
stayed up late at night planning this 
one. But they did not stay up late 
enough! Our Lord’s. answer reveals 
their treachery, demolishes their false 
beliefs, and contains a glorious affirma- 
tion concerning resurrection and im- 
mortality. 

Luke’s sinbeanaint that the Sadducees 
“deny that there is any resurrection” 
(20:27) proves that the men were lay- 
ing a trap. Had they been honestly 
seeking information they would have 
selected a different topic. The imagi- 
nary situation they presented, and the 
pointed question they directed at Christ 
were intended to discredit Him in one 
or more of several possible ways. 

He must apparently make a choice 
between Moses and belief in the resur- 
rection. For if man’s resurrection is a 
fact, and Moses’ instructions concerning 
marriage were carried out in this hy- 
pothetical case, nothing but confusion 
would seem to result beyond the grave. 
If Christ held to His resurrection views, 
would He not have to repudiate Moses 
and thus prove Himself a renegade? 

Another possibility: if the wisdom of 
the Sadducees’ question should impress 
Christ enough, might He not abandon 
His resurrection confidence and come 
over to their side? 

Again, if He should try to select one 
of the given brethren as the husband of 
the woman in the resurrection, would 
He not find the effort impossible and 
thus discredit Himself as a_ teacher. 

The Sadducees were’ shrewd but'they 
were not shrewd enough. In a few 
swift strokes our Lord shattered their 
hopes of tripping Him up and attacked 





34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of 
this world marry, and are given in ‘marriage: 
35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 


that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither 


marry, nor are given in marriage: 

36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto 
the angels; and are the children of God, being the children 
of the resurrection. 

37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the 


bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and 


live unto him. 


: the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for ‘all 


Lessons based on International: Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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their shameless infidelity at its roots. 
The very Scriptures to which they ap- 
pealed—the. writings of Moses—proved 
their faithlessness (see Matt. 22:29). 
We deplore the Sadducees’ wickedness. 
But in their deceptive approach to 
Christ we behold once more the wrath 
of man praising God. They rbised, al- 
beit in an awkward way, a question to 
which the Saviour gave a reply that 
has brought comfort and cheer to mul- 
titudes through the years. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 20:27.—“Then came .. . the 
Sadducees, which deny ... any resur- 
rection they asked him.” The 
priests and scribes had been foiled in 
their effort to ensnare Christ (Luke 20: 
19-26). The Sadducees, the religious 
aristocracy of the Jews, heretical un- 
believers (see Acts 23:8), especially in 
the area of resurrection and the immor- 
tality of the spirit, now try their hand. 

Verse 28.—“. . ..Moses wrote . . . If 
any man’s brother die . . . without chil- 
dren ... his brother should take his 
wife, and raise up seed unto his 
brother.” The Sadducees appealed to 
the first five books of the Old Testa- 
ment (the Pentateuch); they questioned 
the value of the other books. The ref- 
erence here is to Deuteronomy 25:5, 6. 

Verse 29—“There were .. . seven 
brethren ... . the first took a wife, and 
died without children.” The Sadducees 
are about to describe a fantastic, almost 
impossible case that their treacherous 
minds have concocted. Up to this point 
the story seems plausible. 

Verse 30.—“The second took her to 
wife, and he died childless.” The fra- 
ternal act was in obedience to Moses’ 
edict. Like spiders the Sadducees are 
weaving a web in the effort to ensnare 
their victim. 

, Verse 31.—“The third took her .. . in 
like manner the seven also: and they 
left no children, and died.” The ab- 
surdity of the imagined situation is ob- 


’ 


- ably select? 


vious. The emphasis is upon (1) the 
succession of alliances; (2) the child- 


‘lessness of the woman (lest Christ reply 
_that in the resurrection she would be 


the wife of the child’s father). Our 
Lord might reasonably have _inter- 
rupted His opponents at this point 
and exposed their ruse. But He waited. 
Their hypocrisy would furnish Him 
with a chance to teach sublime truths 
concerning the future life. 

Verse 32.—“Last of all the woman 
died also.” Her death takes place at the 
end of the series. Else all seven of the 
brethren could not have taken her. All 
eight participants in the fanciful tale 
died. The way was paved for a pointed 
question, asked by people who denied 
the resurrection, concerning involved, 
if not hopelessly tangled, resurrection 
relationships. 

Verse 33.—“Therefore in the resur- 
rection whose wife of them is she? for 
seven had her to wife.” Here it is at 
last—the barbed question. What pos- 
sible answer could Christ give? Of the 
seven brothers which could He reason- 
But the Sadducees got 
more than they bargained for. 

Verse 34—‘“Jesus ... said .. . The 
children of this world marry, and are 
given in marriage.” “Giving in mar- 
riage” refers to the act of the bride’s 
father at the wedding (cf. Matt. 24:38). 
“Children of this world” (age) means 
people in their normal, human state. 
Our Lord is simply saying that marriage 
on earth is the usual, ordained proce- 
dure. 

Verse 35.—“But they which shall... 
obtain that world, and the resurrection 
from the dead, neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage . . 
is between the condition of men in 
this present age and their state of life 
after the resurrection. Here and now 
men, subject to death, are governed 


by conduct intended. to preserve the 
life of the race. But beyond resur- 
rection there is “no more death” (Rev- 
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21:4). The institution of marriage is no 
longer needed. Note Christ’s emphasis on 
one’s “worth” to enter resurrection glory. 
Could this have been an intimation of the 
Sadducees’ unworthiness, demonstrated 
by their rejecting Him? 

Verse 36.—“Neither can they die... 
they are equal unto the angels; and 
are the children of God...” The im- 
mortality of the spirit and the existence 
of angels, both of which were denied 
by the Sadducees, are here strongly 
affirmed. Christ does not identify the 
believing dead with angels, which are 
a different category of being. They are 
“equal to the angels” (one word in the 
Greek), so far as their immortality is 
concerned. 

Verse 37—“Now that the dead are 
raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, 
when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham .. . Isaac, and . . . Jacob.” 
“Even” Moses, i.e., the very Moses to 
whom the Sadduceés appealed as au- 
thoritative. The bush scene is recorded 
in Exodus 3:1-6. Moses “called” the 
Lord (who applied the title to Himself) 
the God of the patriarchs in that he 
wrote the words in Exodus in which the 
story is recorded. Christ is using a 
well-known designation of God, one 
which the Sadducees accepted, as a proof 
of the very resurrection they denied. 

Verse 38.—‘“For he is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living: for all live unto 
him.” This is the crux of the matter. 
In Moses’ day Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob had long since died physically. 
Yet the Lord calls Himself their God. 
Such a title would be inconceivable if 
their spirits were dead! The living 
God deals with living people, in this 
case with the patriarchs whose spirits 
were alive. The very character of God 
guarantees the immortality of the spirit. 
“All live unto him” is a denial of the 
annihilation of the spirit. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Sadducees’ question must be 
studied from the standpoint of history 
and doctrine. 

Historically, Christ’s religious enemies 
were determined to destroy Him. Here 
they are seen closing in on Him; their 
venomous verbal darts aimed at His 
heart. Their question reveals a care- 
fully planned strategy. Whatever 
Christ’s reply, they reasoned, He would 
be thoroughly discredited and therefore 
repudiated by the people. The~ fact 
that our Lord answered with masterly, 
irrefutable logic did not alter the situ- 
ation. It simply maddened:His oppo- 
nents into swift, insistent, decisive action 
that brought Him to the cross. 

Doctrinally, Christ’s reply is a source 
of information and comfort to believers. 

First, it refutes forever the notion 
that at death men’s spirits are annihi- 
lated. Man is not an animal, doomed 
to eternal obliteration. He is an im- 
mortal spirit. God is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living: “for all live 
unto him” (Luke 20:38). 


to be reminded of this. They are will- 
ing to spend time, thought, and energy 
on the cultivation of their minds and 
bodies. They need to be taught that 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


5. February 1.—Jesus Questioned 
About the Tribute. ............ Luke 20:19-26 


Next Week’s Lesson 
7. Feheway 15.—Jesus Questioned 


bout the Great Commandment 
(Temperance). .........---......-- Mark 12:28-34 








to neglect their spirits is not only 
stupid but tragic. For the spirit of 
man is eternal. 

Second,. our Lord’s answer draws 
aside the curtain and permits us to 


gaze into the beyond, into the state of’ 


blessedness beyond the grave. Be- 
lievers in Glory “are equal unto the 
angels” (Luke 20:36), not in appear- 
ance or function, but in their immor- 
tality and subjection to conditions 
different from those on earth. Be- 
fore they died they were constantly 
threatened with disease and death. 
Marriage was instituted of God to pre- 
serve the race by insuring its succession 
and survival. But beyond the grave 
different conditions prevail. Disease 
and death are eliminated, and with 
them the need of marriage. 

This does not mean that Heaven is a 
loveless place. Nor does it imply that 
there will be no recognition in Heaven 


and no relationships between believers - 
‘there. 


Glorified saints will experience 
as never before the ineffable love of 
God. They will know even as also 
they’ are known (see 1 Cor. 13:12). 
But they will not be bound by the 
limitations of physical frailty nor by 
the exigencies of time. Instead they 
will enjoy unspeakable bliss, a joy with 
which no earthly happiness can com- 
pare. The radiant delights that angels 
have long known. will now: be their 
portion. In the Father’s house there 
are indeed “many mansions” (John 14: 
2). 

Third, believers enter into this ever- 
lasting bliss through resurrection (Luke 
20:37). Let the Sadducees deny it if 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HO were the Sadducees? 
2. How do we know that their 
question was hypocritical? 

3. Why did they say “Moses wrote” 
when referring to a passage in Deuter- 
onomy? 

4. In what respects was their ques- 
tion clever? 

5. Why is it not necessary for people 
in Heaven to marry? 

6. Name two Bible passages that 
seem to teach recognition in Heaven. 

7. What great truth is guaranteed 
by the fact that the God of the patri- 
archs is “God of the living”? 

8. What is the Lord Jesus doing for 
believers now? 

9. How do you know that He is the 
only way to Heaven? 

10: Will Christians become. angels 
some day? 

(Answers on page 80) 
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they will. But bodily resurrection is a 
fact. It is clearly taught in the Scrip- 
tures (see John 14:3; 1 Cor. 15:12-19). 
Here our Saviour guarantees both 
resurrection and immortality by an ap- 
peal to the very nature of God. The 
living God, He is God of the living. 
This settles it. For the child of God, 
death is but a vestibule into continuing 
everlasting life. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The fanciful situation (Luke 20:27- 
32) 

2. The sly interrogation (v. 33) 

3. The divine explanation (vv. 34-38) 


Topics for Development 

The Father’s House. Heaven is the 
Father’s house because there all the 
resources of the Heavenly Father are 
available to His children: His presence, 
love, light, comfort, joy, and service. 
The Son of God is preparing the place 
for believers (see John 14:2). This He 
does by His high-priestly, mediatorial 
work on their behalf at the right hand 
of God (see Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1). 
The only way to, reach the heavenly 
mansions, which of course are “re- 
served” for the saints (see 1 Pet. 1:4), 
is through faith in Christ Jesus, who is , 
the solitary way to the Father (see 
John 14:6). 

Recognition in Heaven. Christians 
may confidently believe ‘that they will 
recognize their loved ones in Glory. 
(Study 1 Cor. 13:12 with care.) When 
Christ was raised from the dead His 
resurrection body was recognizable. He 


had fellowship with His disciples for 


forty days (Acts 1:3) and was readily 
known of them. Paul writes: “For our 
conversation is in heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body .. .” (Phil. 3: 
20, 21). The bodies of believers will 
be transformed and fashioned like their 
Lord’s. If His body was recognizable, 
so also will their bodies be. As the 
grown man is to the boy he used to be, 
so is the saint’s resurrection body like, 
but unlike his old body. There is a 
difference. But a continuum remains 
and forms the basis of recognition. 


Practical Applications 


Do we as a matter of fact spend as © 


much time and thought in the culture 
of our immortal spirits as of our bodies * 
and minds? 

Parents, are you as concerned about 
your child’s eternal life as you are 
about his temporal existence? Is it 
more important to you that his face 
and hands be clean than that his heart 
be cleansed in the blood of Christ? Is 
the teaching he receives in Sunday 
school as important as what he learns 
in week-day school?’ 

If Christ is indeed the only way to 
Heaven,, are we faithfully pointing 
others to Him? 

Like the Sadducees do we spend 
precious time discussing hypothetical 
matters when souls are perishing with- 
out Christ? 


If we are some day to be “equal © 


\ 
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unto the angels” it might be a good 
idea to cultivate some of their “angelic” 
qualities now. A little heavenly at- 
mosphere would do this old world good! 


Golden Text 

Luke 20:38.—“For he is not a God of 
the dead, but of the living: for all live 
unto him.” . The logic is: God sustains 
relationships only with the living, for 
He is the living God. If He is there- 
fore the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, they must be living. They have 
died an earthly death, but their spirits 
‘are alive. The very being of God thus 
guarantees: the immortality of human 
spirits. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By°-Tom M. Olson 


“... Sadducees, which deny that there 

is any resurrection ...” (Luke 20:27).— 
The counterpart of the Sadducees are 
with us today; for there are many who, 
like them, “say that there is no resur- 
_ rection, neither angel, nor spirit” (Acts 
23: 8). 
. The blatant infidels say, “When you 
die, you die like the brute beast, and 
that is the end!” The Sadducees were 
the priestly class (Acts 5:17); yet with 
all their religious training, they con- 
tended there was no_ resurrection! 
Hence, it should not come as a surprise 
to us that some religious persons today 
say there is no resurrection (1 Cor. 15: 
12). 

The Lord Jesus revealed the twofold 
reason for this unbelief: “Ye do err, 
not knowing the scriptures, nor the 
power of God” (Matt. 22:29). The Old 
Testament Scriptures advocate life be- 
yond the grave, as the Lord. Jesus 
prayed by quoting Exodus 3:6. And 
from the standpoint of “the power of 
God,” we can ask unbelievers the same 
question the Apostle Paul asked King 
Agrippa: “Why should it be thought a 
thing incredible with you, that God 
should raise the dead?” (Acts 26:8.) 

I recall speaking to an Orthodox Jew 
in Chicago who said he did not believe 
that a body’ that was dead and buried 
could be resurrected. I asked him if 
he believed the first verse of his Bible: 
“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” e said he did 
believe that. He believed, too, 
God formed Adam’s body from the dust 
of the ground. 

When I asked him: “Do you believe 
that God, who created the universe and 
made the _ first human body that ever 
existed from the dust, can bring back 
into existence a body that has returned 
to dust?” he answered, “If you put it 
that way, I do believe!” 

When speaking of the resurrection of 
the body, we must bring the Holy 
Scriptures and the infinite power of 
God to mind or we, too, shall greatly 
err. 

“... this world ... that world...” 
(Luke 20:34, 35).—This world is not the 


that ' 
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end. There is a world beyond the 
grave. “It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment” 
(Heb. 9:27). 
annihilation. 

Someone asked me, “Doesn’t the Bible 
say, ‘His breath goeth forth, he return- 
eth to his earth; in that very day his 
thoughts perish’?” I answered, “Yes, it 
does in Psalm 146:4.” “Well then,” said 
he, “doesn’t that prove that he is non- 
existent at death?” I answered, “No, 
for thoughts can perish without the 
thinker’s perishing. 

“Let me illustrate: here is a young 
man in buoyant health. He has 
thoughts and plans of finishing his edu- 
cation, going into business, getting mar- 
ried, and having his own home. Sud- 
denly, he is involved in a fatal accident. 
His thoughts immediately perish, but 
the thinker himself is in eternity!” 
(Consider such Scriptures as John 8: 
23; 2 Cor. 5:8; and Phil. 1: 21-23.) 

“But they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain . . . the resurrection 
from the dead .. .” (Luke 20:35) —Ac- 
cording to the words of the Lord Jesus, 
there is not only to be a resurrection of 
the dead but also a resurrection from 
among the dead. When our Lord talked 


. about rising from among the dead, even 


the apostles did not understand Him. 
(See Mark 9:31, 32.) 

There is not to be a general resur- 
rection. “The dead in Christ shall rise 
first” (1 Thess. 4:16). That will be a 
resurrection from among the dead. 
Those accounted worthy to participate 
in that resurrection are those who place 
personal faith in the Saviour during 
their lives, then “fall asleep” through 
Him. They are referred to as “the 
dead in Christ.” 

“... they are equal unto -the angels 

. .” (Luke 20:36).—The Lord did not 
say they would be angels. Believers 
are predestinated to be “conformed to 
the image” of the Son of God (Rom. 
8:29). Believers are to have their 
bodies of humiliation “fashioned like 
unto his glorious body”—or body of 
glory (Phil. 3:21). “We shall be like 
him; ‘for we shall see him as he is” (1 
John 3:2). Surely that will excel the 
state of angels. So, I never sing, “I 
want to be an angel, and with the angels 
stand!” 

“For he is not a God of the dead, but 
of the living . . .” (Luke 20:38) .—The 
Sadducees thought of the dead as being 
nonexistent. If such were actually the 
case, God would have said, “I was the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” But He did 
not say that. He said, “I am... the 
God of Abraham .. .” for those patri- 
archs are living unto Him in the world 
beyond the grave! 

When believers are bereaved of loved 
ones who trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, 
they can sing Bickersteth’s hymn of 
comfort: 


When the weary ones we love 

Enter on their rest above, 

Seems the earth so poor and vast? 
All our life-joy overcast? 

Hush! be every murmur dumb; 

It is only “Till He come!” 


Wawona, CALIF. 


There is no such thing as 


by sin. 


January 24, 1959 4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuccesTep HYMNS 
“To God Be the Glory’: 


“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
“When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose mercy endureth for- 
ever, we are grateful for the privilege 
of meeting here to study Thy Word. 
Help us to use the opportunity to the 
full and to be doers of Thy Word. Use 
our teachers to set forth this lesson so 
that all shall be blessed. Establish us 
in Thy truth and lead us to do our ut- 
most to share tie Gospel with those 
yet ignorant of it. May its power to 
bring men into newness of life be 
proved everywhere more and more. 
Forgive our past sin and failure. Break 
the power of sin in our lives that we 
may be consistent, faithful. Christians, 
living to the honor of our Saviour. Let 
Thy mercy come to all suffering and 
saddened ones and Thy saving power 
come into the lives of those fast chained 
These things we ask in the 
name of.Thy Son, our Saviour. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Robert Hall, a 
noted preacher of an earlier day, was 
an unbeliever in his early life. But 
when the day came that he looked 
down inte his father’s grave he felt that 
death simply could not end all and his 
unbelief died. What Robert Hall felt 
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RISING 
that day, that death is not the end, our 
Lord teaches in‘ our Golden Text, de- 
claring that God “is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living; for all live unto 
him.” 

Christ ‘said this in correcting the Sad- 
ducees’ teaching that death blots men 
out of existence. “No,” says our Lord, 
“all live unto him [God].” The body 
may die but the invisible personality 
lives on. To Moses, long after their 
death, God said He was the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: not just 
that He had been their God, but that He 
still was their God. Though their 
bodies were in the grave, they them- 
selves still lived unto God. But, in 
man, body and soul .belong together; 
and if death separates them, it can be 
only for a time. In God’s time all who 
have died will rise again in bodies 
suited to what they were and what 
they are to be. All this is wrapped up 
in our Golden Text and in other words 
of Scripture on the resurrection. 

The Sadducees were mistaken 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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through not knowing the Scriptures and 
not realizing the power of God. Get to 
know the Bible teaching on the resur- 
tection and be sure that what it fore- 
tells God is quite able to accomplish. 
Most important of all, be among the 
friends of God; loving, trusting, and 
serving His Son, and then “to depart, 
and be with Christ” at death will be 
“far better” (Phil. 1:23) than the richest 
But God’s 
best will be ours at Christ’s return 
when we shall have our resurrection 
body in which to serve God perfectly 
forever. 
CaLGaRy, ALTA., CAN. 
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~ Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when the Sadducees in 

their effort to tangle Jesus in His 
talk and discredit His teaching con- 
cerning the resurrection asked Him 
whose wife she would be who had 
married seven husbands, they ‘got an 
answer that threw them back on their 
heels. It must have startled many 
others. Jesus told them there is no 
marrying nor giving of marriage in 
Heaven. It was revolutionary. It was 
the first time the marriage relationship 
had been mentioned in connection with 
the resurrection. The fault with the 
Sadducees was that they did not believe 
in the resurrection at all, and they 
hoped that by this trick question they 
might confirm their unbelief. But Jesus 
(according to Matthew and Mark) told 
them, “Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of God” 
(Matt. 22:29). Job, the Psalms, Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel had made it plain 
that the dead shall arise—that there 
would surely be a resurrection of the 
dead. 

Second only to the thrilling fact that 
our bodies shall arise from the dead is 
the Lord’s surprising statement of the 
changed relationship with those we 
love. At first it is a shock to some to 
learn that marriage no longer exists 
after this life, but in Heaven we shall 
be like the angels. It is a shock be- 
cause we have come to regard our 
human relationships in this life as par- 
amount to our happiness, and we over- 
look the fact that God in His infinite 
wisdom and divine love has arranged 
So we will have a far happier existence 
in. the place and conditions which He 
has prepared for us. It is a happy 
thought that we ‘are the children of 
loving earthly parents, but in Heaven 
Wwe are children in the presence of the 
Heavenly Father in a deeper and higher 
Sense than we could possibly know on 


earth. It is pleasant to have sisters and 


brothers here, but “up there” we have 
an Elder Brother in Jesus Christ, from 
whose presence we shall never depart. 
I believe we will recognize and rejoice 


in the intimate companionship of our 


relatives and in the fellowship of our 
earthly friends, but it will be in a holier 
and sweeter sense than we can ever 
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know on earth. We shall know as we 
are known; we shall see Him face to 
face, and we shall be like Him—that 
is the best of all. ’ 

There is no possible way while here 
to know just what Heaven is like. The 
Bible tells, us some of it, but only a 
fragment of the glory. We know there 
is no sin, no pain, no sorrow, no tears 
there. _We know there is no need of 
the sunlight because the Lamb of God 
is the light thereof, so bright that the 
sunlight is darkness in comparison. Paul 
was blinded by it before Damascus. 
Our eyes will have to be transformed 
to enjoy its brilliance. 

We know there is music so far ex- 
ceeding the harmony of the sweetest 
music we enjoy here that our ears will 
have to be reconditioned to take it in 
and our souls renewed to appreciate it. 
Indeed, we will ourselves join in mak- 
ing it! We have marvelously beautiful 
scenery here on earth—the wonders of 
God’s creation, the mountains, the sea, 
the flowers, the sky with its white 
cloudy flotilla, and the, sunsets—which 
God has placed here for our temporary 
enjoyment; but the celestial scenery 
and the unbelievable art in Heaven will 
transcend all that we can see here, or 
imagine. 

‘We marvel at the recerit discoveries 
of space and newly acquired power to 
penetrate it (though we have barely 
touched the fringe of the universe) but 
“eye hath not seen; nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 
2:9). “Then he shall send his angels 
and shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from the uttermost part 
of the earth to the uttermost part of 
heaven; . . . from thence will the Lord 
thy God gather thee, and from thence 
will he fetch thee” (Mark 13:27; Deut. 
30: 4). 

Fellows, it is going to be a wonderful 
time and a wonderful experience; let 
us be sure fo be ready for it! 


» WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE doctor had ordered a Christian 

man to go abroad for his health. 
Just before the ship sailed, a friend said 
to the sick man, “I feel sure this trip 
will restore you to health, and you’ll be 
living and working ten years from 
now.” The Christian smiled as he an- 
swered, “My friend, I'll be living a 
thousand years from now!” But he did 
not recover his health. He died and 
was buried overseas. Was he speaking 
the truth when he said that he would 
be alive a thousand years hence? To- 
day’s lesson answers that question. 

Last Sunday we read the question the 
chief priests and scribes asked Jesus 
about the tribute money. You remem- 
ber, they wanted His answer to get 
Him into trouble. Instead, it troubled 
their consciences. What was it? 
(“Render unto Caesar the things that 
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are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.”) Right. | 

After Jesus had silenced the chief 
priests, the Sadducees came up with a 
question. They were materialists, be- 
lieving that “when you’re dead, you're 
dead.” They did not believe in any 
resurrection either. So they made up 
a story, hoping to make, the idea of a 
resurrection seem foolish. Also they 
hoped to get Jesus confused by the 
question they were going to ask, and 
that would discredit His teachings. If 
they had realized that He was the in- 
finitely wise Son of God, they would 
have known that their scheme would 
fail. Let us read the story they told 
from Luke 20:27-33. Don’t you think it 
sounds absurd? But I am glad they 
told it, and asked their question, be- 
cause in answer the Lord Jesus told 
them a little about life after resur- 
rection. Read verses 34-36 and let us 
see what we learn here. (In Heaven 
people are not married; and do not 
get married. No one there can die any 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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more. The resurrected saints are equal 
unto the angels, and are the children of 
God.) 

In verses 37,.38 our Saviour gives a 
proof of the immortality of the soul, 
which ‘we might have overlooked if 
He had not called our attention to it. 
It was something God said to! Moses at 
the burning bush. Turn to Exodus 3: 
6. We'll read it together. (“I am the 
God of thy father, the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.”) How different it would have 
been if God had said, “I was the God 
of thy father”! But it is in the present 
tense. Now read Luke 20:38 again. Do 
you see what Jesus was teaching? Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob were still alive, 
although they had passed from this 
earth hundreds of years before. Was 
the Christian man right when he said, 
“Ill be living a thousand years from 
now”? Indeed he was! 

If you have a loved one who died in 
Christ, how comforting to know that, 
although he seems dead to you, God 
sees him alive, and not dead. 

Read Luke 20:39, 40. No wonder the 
scribes said to Jesus, “Thou hast well 
said.” The scribes were the ones whose 
business it was to copy the Old Testa- 
, ment Scriptures. They knew that Jesus 
had quoted correctly what God had 
said to Moses long before. 

The Jews had questioned Jesus about 
His authority, the tribute money, and 
the resurrection. They had not asked 
one. of these questions with a desire to 
learn the truth, but because they 
wanted to catch Him. They had found 
this to be impossible, so they did not 
ask Him any more questions. 

On another occasion, Jesus told His 
disciples more about the heavenly life. 
Read John 14:2, 3. Here we learn that 
Heaven is a real: place and that there 
are many beautiful homes there. Our 
Saviour is preparing a place there for 
everyone who believes in Him. There 
is a home there for me—and you? 

One evening someone met a little girl 
walking alone past a cemetery. He 
stopped and asked her if she were not 
afraid. She answered, “Oh, no, my 
home is just beyond!” If the Lord 
comes while we are still living, we will 
reach Heaven without dying; but if our 
bodies have to be put into a grave, it 
will be true that our Home is just 
beyond. 

For those who are teaching a small 
child from “Stories I Can Read Myself 
About the Lord Jesus,” have your pupil 
read Story 9 this week. Teach the 
sound of n. I tell the children about a 
tiny girl I knew who said n to every- 
thing her mother offered her to eat. 
After her mother took ‘her high chair 
out to the kitchen, she was sorry that 
she had tried to say “No” to her mother. 
When she was brought back to the 
table, she ate what her mother put on 
her plate. Teach the words “night,” 
and “nothing.” Always review the 
words and sounds you have already 
taught. Then let your pupil draw the 
hungry people and the little boy who 
gave his lunch to Jesus. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


He Rules and Reigns and Triumphs.— 
For he is not a God of the dead, but of 
the living: for all live unto him (Luke 
20:38, Golden Text). In walking 
through the Continental section of our 
great picture galleries, how rarely do 
we see a picture of the risen, radiant 
Son of God. On one ocgasion Michel- 
angelo turned upon his fellow artists 
in a spirit of great indignation and said: 
“Why do you keep filling gallery after 
gallery with endless pictures of the one 
ever-reiterated theme of Christ in 
weakness, Christ upon the cross, Christ 
dying, most of all Christ hanging dead? 
Why do you concentrate upon that pass- 
ing episode as if that were the last word 
and the final scene, as if the curtain 
dropped upon that hour of disaster and 
defeat? At worst, that only lasted a 
few hours. But to the end of unending 
eternity, Christ is alive: Christ rules and 
reigns and triumphs.” Romanists and 
Anglo-Catholics need a similar rebuke 
in our own day. In revealing Himself 
to John on the Isle of Patmos, our 
glorified and exalted Lord said: “Fear 
not; I am the first and the last: I am 
he that liveth, and was dead; and, be- 
hold, I am alive for evermore.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Universal Belief in Life After Death. 
—Then came to him certain of the Sad- 
ducees, which deny that there is any 
resurrection (Luke 20:27). The con- 
sciousness of existence after death is 
universal throughout the human race. 
The lowest tribes, the most degraded 
fetish worshipers, bear witness to the 
eternity-consciousness they possess, by 
their funeral rites. They put some 
crude objects, pottery or other articles, 
into the grave with the dead. It is a 
witness, though in a primitive way, 
that they believe they live. again after 
death. When a gorilla or chimpanzee 
dies there are no funeral rites prepared 
by the other gorillas or chimpanzees, 
no pots filled with victuals for the 
journey to another life. Every race 
and tribe of man possesses this im- 
mortality consciousness. The cultured 
atheist tries to deny it, but many times 
the dying infidel has had to bear 
his testimony also—From Dr. A. C. 
Gaebelein, in Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


We Can Know the Road.—Therefore 


in the resurrection whose wife of them - 


is she? (Luke 20:33.) A traveler in 
Switzerland, uncertain of his way, asked 
a small lad by the wayside where Kau- 
dersteg was, and received, so he remarks, 
the most significant answer ever given 
him. “I do not know, sir,” said the boy, 
“where Kaudersteg is, but there is the 
road to it.” There are a great many 
things I cannot tell you about the life to 
come, but I know where lies the road. As 
I know Christ, the hope of Glory, I have 
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the certain assurance of immortality. 
From ‘The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans, 
Prize illustration. 


New Uniforms,—Accounted worthy to 
obtain . . . the resurrection from the 
dead (Luke 20:35). “A friend of mine 
awas killed in the war,” says Dr. John 
Kelman. “His sister in Edinburgh, 
a beautiful girl in body and mind, 
dreamed three days afterward that she 
went to her brother, and found him in 
a big messroom with his companions, 
She said, ‘I thought you were dead!’ 
and at that he flung back his head and 
replied, ‘Dead? No, we are only waiting 
for new uniforms—we are going to 
parade before the King.’ That, rightly 
understood, is the Gospel of Christ in 
a sentence concerning immortality: 
‘New uniforms to go before the King.’” 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Sting Is Gone.—Neither can they 
die any more (Luke 20:36). One sum- 
mer day the writer went to console a 
farmer who had been seriously stung 
by a bee. “Well,” said the farmer, 
“one thing gives me satisfaction; that 
bee’ll never sting another man.” “Oh,” 
it was replied, “you killed it, did you?” 
“No,” said he with some disdain. “Don't 
you know that a bee has only one _sting, 
and that when he stings a man he 
leaves his sting in him? He may light 
upon another man, but he has no sting 
for him.” Oh, holy and blessed truth! 
Death alighted upon Jesus Christ, and 
left its sting in Him. Death may alight 
on us who believe on Him, but it has 
no fatal power.”—From James M:! Gray, 
D.D., in Peloubet’s Notes. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Rich Here but a Pauper There!— 
Neither can they die any more: ... and 
are the -children of God, being the 
children of the resurrection (Luke 20: 
36). D. L. Moody told of a rich map 
who lay dying. His little daughter was 
greatly puzzled over what was hap- 
pening. Her father loved to have her 
with him, and she had often sat on his 
bed wondering why her big strong 
father was lying helplessly there. One 
day the heads of his business came 0 
pay their last call. There the rich man 
lay looking at his little girl when she 
said, “Father, are you going away?” 
“Yes, dear, and I am afraid you won't 
see me again.” Then the little one 
said, “Have you got a nice house and 
lots of friends there?” The successful 
man of the world lay silent for a while, 
and then said: “What a fool I have 
been! I have built a great business 
here, but I shall be a pauper .there.”— 
From Grace Broadcaster. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


The Certainty of Another Life.—That 
the dead are raised (Luke 20:37). In 
the words of William Jennings Bryan, 
in his masterful classic on the Resur- 
rection, “If the Father deigns to touch 
with divine power the cold and pulse 
less heart of a buried acorn and make 
it burst forth from its prison walls, will 
He leave buried in the earth, neglected, 
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“Lesson for February 8 


the body of man, made in the image of 
his Creator? If He stoops to give the 
rose bush, whose withered blossoms 
float upon the autumn breeze, the sweet 
promise of another summertime, will 
He refuse that word of hope and cheer 
to the sons of men when the frosts of 
winter come? If matter, mute and in- 
animate, though changed by the forces 
of nature into a multitude of forms, 
can never die, will man suffer annihila- 
tion after he has paid a brief visit to 
this world like a royal guest in the 
tenement of clay? No, I am as sure 
that there is another life as I am that 
1 live today.”"—From Good News Broad- 
caster. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 


mond, Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


We Wonder About Death 
(Luke 20:37-40) 


HE maples and elms are bare. Li- 

lacs and roses are gone. The daf- 
fodils and crocuses are brown and life- 
less in the ground under the snow. In 
‘a box in the cellar lie dry gladiolus 
and dahlia bulbs. (You may have some 
bulbs in hand as an object lesson.) Did 
you cry last fall when the green leaves 
‘turned red and yellow, then died and 
dropped to the ground? Why not? Did 
you feel very sad when the last flower 
faded in the garden? Why not? » When 


‘you look at the dry bulbs in the cellar, 


do you say, “That’s the last of the 
glads”? Why not? . All these things 
come to life in the springtime and grow 
again. You have seen it happen eight, 
ten, twelve years. So, although we miss 
the green leaves and the lovely blos- 
soms of summer, we do not cry about 
them because we know we ‘shall have 
them all again when springtime comes. 
And spring will ‘come! It always has. 
God has promised it always will as long 
as the earth lasts~ (Gen. 8:22). 

But when people die, how we cry, 
and act as if we should never see them 
again! It may be wintertime for their 
bodies, but will there be a springtime? 
Remember what the Lord Jesus did to 
a twelve-year-old girl who died? He 
said she was just sleeping. As master 
of life and death, He woke her up 
quickly without waiting for the resur- 
rection springtime. Look in John 5: 
28, 29 to see what will happen in the 
resurrection springtime. Like spring- 
time on earth, both flowers and weeds 
come to life. They wake up the same 
kind as they went to sleep. Suppose 
they were not Christians when they 
died! 

There are some people who do not 
believe that a person who has died will 
ever come to lifé. “Death is the end, 
period!” they say. There were people 
like that in Bible times. They belonged 
to a religious group ‘called Sadducees. 
They had a trick question, making ‘a 
joke of the resurrection, which they 
tried on the Lord Jesus, after the priests 
and scribes failed to catch Him on the 


tried to trigk the Lord Jesus. They 
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tax - question. (Read Luke 20: 29-33, 
substituting “brothers” for “brethren,” 
and “married” for the expressions with 
“took.”) I imagine the crowd burst out 
in irreverent laughter and applause, 
“That’s a good one!” Then they all 
quieted down, perhaps, to see what the 
Lord would say, ready to laugh at Him 
whether He said the first or the last or 
the middle one. But there was no 
laughing when His answer came. Listen 
and learn. (Read vs. 34-36.) Then 
right from one of the books of the Bible 
which the Sadducees believed to be 
true, He showed them there must be 
life after death. (Read vs. 37, 38.) See 
where God said it Himself,'in Exodus 
3:6. 

When David’s baby boy was’ very, 
very sick, he cried and prayed all night 
for him to get well. But when he knew 
the baby was dead, he washed his tears 
away, went to God’s house to worship, 
and began to eat again. He said, “I 
shall go to him, but he shall not return 
to me” (2 Sam. 12:15-23). When Job 
lost his ten children all at once in a 
hurricane that blew the house down, 
he worshiped the Lord and said, “The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord” 
(Job 1:18-21). Best of all is what the 
Lord said. (Read John 14:2, 3,19.) He 
lived again! We shall celebrate His 
resurrection in a few more weeks. We 
shall live again! He said*so! [Jesus 
said] “Because I live, ye shall live also” 
(John 14:19, Memory Verse. Move the 
John bookmark. The other three fol- 
low directly the last lesson.) 
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For Primary Teachers | 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AST Sunday we learned about some 

men who tried to trick the Lord 
Jesus. Were they able to do so? In- 
deed, they were not! He is the Son of 
God. He knows everything. He knows 
what men are thinking. He was with 
God from the very beginning. Hé was 
the one who created the worlds. He 
cannot be tricked. You would think 


that men would learn their lesson. But - 


today we learn of others who sought to 
trick the precious Son of God. 

In the long ago days there were a 
group of men known as the Sadducees. 
Let us say that new word together: 
Sadducees:: The Sadducees did not be- 
lieve that there was such a thing as the 
resurrection from the dead. They were 
like many men today who do not be- 


lieve in life. after death. Even men who. 


should know better—some who have 
studied a great deal—do not believe in 


‘ the resurrection. That means, of course, 


that they do not believe what the dear 
Son of God Himself said. Isn’t that too 
bad? We should pray for such men. 
They have followed the reasoning of 
man instead of listening to God. And 
that is a very sorry thing. . 

Let us see now how the Sadducees 
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called on Him, the Bible tells us, and, 
thinking to prove to Him that they 
knew the Word of God, they told Him 
what Moses had written long, long be- 
fore. “If a man dies, according to the 
Law of Moses,” the Sadducees said, 
“and leaves a’ wife, then the man’s 
brother is to marry her” (see Deut. 25: 
5, 6). “Now there were seven brothers,” 
the Sadducees continued—and I think 
this was a story they might have been 
making up. “The first one died, left a 
wife and no children. So the next 
brother married her. Then he died. 
So the third one married her. And 
finally, all seven died. Then the 
woman died. Now, in the resurrection, 
whose wife will the woman be?” Oh, 
how they must have been laughing to 
themselves! Now they thought they 
had tricked Him. “In the resurrection,” 
they asked Him, “Whose wife will she 
be?” They did not believe in the 
resurrection. Why should they bother 
asking such a question? Only so they 
could trick Him. Evil, wicked men! 


How tenderly the Son of God ex- 
plains the answer to their question: 
“It is only in. this present world that 
men and women get married.. Those 
who belong to the family of God will 
not be as men and women in Heaven. 
They will be angellike.” (Teacher’s 
note: There is a distinction here. We 
will not become angels. But, as the 
angels have no sex, neither shall we. 
In this matter, then, we shall be angel- 
like.) This was enough to answer their 
tricky question. But the Lord Jesus 
did not stop there. The Sadducees, 
when asking their question, had let it 
be known that they. had studied the 
Word of God. They knew what Moses 
had written in the Law. So, the Lord 
Jesus Christ referred them to the very 
same writer. “But that the dead are 
raised from death,” He declared, “even 
Moses made known.” How they must 
have sat up and listened then! Those 
wicked Sadducees said there was no 
resurrection from the dead. They said 
they believed what Moses had written. 
What was this they were hearing? 
Moses made it known that the dead 
are raised from death? When did he 
say such a thing? 


“One day when Moses was out in the 
desert, a bush was ablaze with fire. 
But the fire did not hurt the bush at 
all,” the Lord Jesus reminded them. 
“That day God, who was in the blazing 
bush, declared, ‘I am the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.’ These men had died. But 
God referred to them as being alive. 
God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living. .To Him, all men are alive.” 
The precious Son of God said these 
words. He would not lie. He told the 
truth. And, thé Bible tells us, those 
men who had wanted to trick Him were 
defeated. They did not ask Him any 
more questions. Not long after that, 
the Lord Jesus proved that there is a 
resurrection, by coming back to life 
Himself, by Himself. Wonderful, won- 
derful Jesus! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
ae (The questions are on page 75) 

1. The religious aristocracy of the 
Jews, known for their unbelief. 

2. Denying the resurrection (Luke 
20:27), they asked the Lord a question 
dealing with the resurrection (v.. 33). 

3. Because Moses wrote the first five 
books of the Bible, including Deuter- 
onomy. 

4. If Christ scoffed at the question as 
absurd, would He not be ridiculing 
Moses? If He tried to answer it, how 
could He possibly select the correct 
brother? 

5. On earth people die. Marriage 
preserves the race. In Heaven people 
no longer die. Marriage is unnecessary. 

6. 1 Corinthians 13:12 and Philip- 
pians 3:20, 21. 

7. The. immortality of the human 
spirit. 

8. He is preparing a place for th 
(see John 14:2). 

9. John 14:6 makes this plain. 

10. No. They will be “equal unto the 
angels” (Luke 20:36); but angels are a 
different category of being. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 8 


1. Progress in Race Relations 
(Gal. 3:28) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ISUNDERSTANDING, foggy think- 
ing, downright prejudice, hatred, 
and, all too often, personal ambition 
have made the question of race relations 
difficult and delicate in these United 
States in recent years. Almost any 
forceful statement on either side of the 
question is likely to bring down upon 
the head of the speaker false accusa- 
tions, if not vituperation. It will be 
advisable, therefore, to confine your dis- 
cussion in this meeting, as far as possi- 
ble, to the Christian’s attitude toward 
those of other races. 
ye 
Several aspects of the Christian po- 
sition should be carefully considered. 
One of the most important is that the 
true . Christian, instructed in God’s 
Word, must recognize that the physical 
differences in the races is not man-made 
or the result of environment. They 
have come about either by God’s direc- 
tive or permissive will. It is true that, 
as Paul states in Acts 17: 24-26, God 
who has made everything has made all 
nations of one blood, originating from a 
common ancestor, Adam, as the Genesis 
record shows. But it is also true that, 
because of man’s sin and presumption, 
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God saw fit to scatter the human race 
(Gen. 11:1-9), and to mark the “bounds 
of their ‘habitation” (Acts 17:26). What 
had before been, a common tongue was 
broken up into various languages. The 
inevitable result was differences in 
thought, customs, and the like. Paul 
tells us that all of this was done in 
order that men might be encouraged to 
seek after the Lord and find Him. As 
one race, wickedness had grown great 
and men’s desire to do evil had run on 
unchecked (Gen. 6:5; 11:6). Just when 
and how the differences in color came 
about we are not told, but they were 
not by any direct act of man. 


Now, a recognition of these facts in 
no way justifies man in develéping 
prejudice toward, or hatred of, or dis- 
crimination against those of other races. 
At the same time, however, it carries 
no justification for ‘foolish and false 
sentimental efforts on man’s part to 
eliminate by intermarriage or any other 
means the race differences, or to break 
down the geographic bounds of habita- 
tion that God has established. To par- 
ticipate in or support such efforts on 
the ground that all men are brothers 
and that God is their Father, is to 
wrench the plain teachings of God’s 
Word. 

ve 

What, then, is’ the Christian’s Scrip- 
tural position toward those of other 
races and colors? First of all, it in- 
volves a recognition that Christ has 
died for all, and that every human be- 
ing has the privilege of believing in 
and accepting Christ as his Saviour and 
therefore of becoming a child of God 
(John 3:16; 1:12, 13). 

% 


Since this is so, then every believer 
has a responsibility to do all he can to 
see that every person, regardless of race 
or color, has an opportunity to hear the 
Gospel and to accept Christ. It is to 
this end that Christians have spent mil- 
lions of dollars and countless lives to 
carry the Gospel to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. 


se 


Then there is the parallel responsi- 
bility to look upon every believer, re- 
gardless of race or color, as a true 
brother or sister in Christ. It was this 
truth that Paul was emphasizing in the 
verse chosen for this week’s topic, 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye ar®é all one in 
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). 

ve 


This does not mean, as some extrem- 
ists would have us believe, that it is 
wrong for any group of Christians of 
one race or color to meet together for 
worship or work together in Christian 
activities. There may be _ instances 
where those of one race are small in 
number in a community, and therefore 
should be welcomed into a larger Chris- 
tian group of another race or color. 
Where a group of one race Or color is 
large enough, it is most reasonable that 


~ 






Ly 


they would want to worship and work | 
together with those of their.own race or 


color. How foolish it is to insist, under 
such circumstances, that there must be 
no group entirely of one race or Color, 
but that the races and colors must be 
intermingled in every church or de- 
nomination, in order to fulfill Christian 
principles. 
+ 4 


home, you select those with common 
interests and likes and habits. You 
are not discriminating against those 
who are not invited. Even in individ- 
ual families there are’ natural group- 
ings that are anything but discrimina- 
tory. Therefore, it is wrenching the 
meaning of the Scriptures and of true 
common sense to strive for unnatural 
and unnecessary mingling of the races 
or colors. To do so is to stir up or in- 
vite difficulties and problems that need 
not be aroused. But let us, as followers 
of Christ, be careful to display love 
and understanding, sympathy and help- 
fulness to all who love and serve our 
Lord even such as He showed to all 
men who sought Him during His earthly 
ministry. A helpful pamphlet to use in 
your group on this matter of race re- 
lations is, “Christian Race Relations 
Must Be Natural, Not Forced,” by Dr. 
L. Nelson Bell (Southern Presby. 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C., 15c a dozen, 


When you invite friends into | 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book {+ 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts.,- Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs 





The High Way. (A quarterly maga- 
zine published by Leroy Victor Cleve 
land, Ed.D.,- secretary of the U. S. Di- 
vision, Evolution Protest Movement, 
Henniker, N. H.; 25 cents each, nine 





issues for $2.) The publisher and edi- 
tor of these booklets, Dr. Cleveland, 
announced in the April-June issue of 
1956, “We plan to continue The High 
Way as an Anti-Evolution Compendium 
for a while.” Such issues as have come 
to hand, evidently published at some- 
what irregular intervals, are vigorously 
and even bitterly opposed to evolution: 
ary teachings. 

The methods of attack are not ak 
ways accurate. The article, “Geology’ 
Geared Guesses and Fossil ‘Man,’” if 
Volume 26, Number 1, shows confusiod 
between the theoretical ages of the ma 
terial universe, of the earth as a planet, 
and of certain sedimentary rocks. Right 
or wrong, the different concepts should 


not be confused. The invented word § 


“baramin,” said to mean “a_ crea’ 
kind,” would shock the grammatical 
sense of any Hebrew student. ; 
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Sarcasm is not to be condemned as 
such. There is sarcasm in all great 
literature, even in the Bible. But the 
sarcasm of The High Way is not always 
to the point. Sometimes it fails flat. 

Evolution ought to be opposed, not 
by snipping off the branches, but by 
going to the poisonous root. Evolution- 
ary scientists make mistakes, and so do 
some of us antievolutionists. The root 
éf the matter is evolution’s attack on 
the Biblical doctrine of man as created 
in the image of God, fallen in sin, and 
redeemable in Christ. 

‘The focus of the problem is not so 
much in the first chapters of Genesis 
as in the fifth chapter of Romans. If 
man is genetically evolved from, the 
animal, then there was no representa- 
tive, “federal” act of original sin by 
which we became a fallen race. But 
if the doctrine of original sin is denied, 
the atonement is also denied. The rep- 
resentative, “federal” substitutional 
atonement of Christ has no meaning in 
the Bible apart from the analogy to the 
sin of Adam at the beginning of the 
Tace. 

-The High Way is to be commended 
for its stand against evolution. But 
better than its slogan, “. . . for the good, 
the true and the beautiful,” would be a 
stronger emphasis on the fact of original 
sin in Adam and salvation in the cross 
of Christ. 


The Second Epistle of Paul to the 
Corinthians (The Tyndale New Testa- 
ment Commentary). By R. V. G. 
Tasker, M.A.. B.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) 
And again the Tyndale series makes 
another fine contribution in the field 
of exegesis. Mr. Tasker has, in his 
clear and vigorous style, opened to his 
readers this intensely personal epistle. 
The written arguments are clear and 
his treatment, though scholarly, is very 
practical. Here is a valuable addition 
to the pastor’s library as well as to the 
layman’s. To understand better the 
apostle’s joys and fears, to feel his 
pulse, obtain and read this book. , 


Jungle Doctor’s Monkey Tales. By 
Paul White (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.25.) A group 
of African children sat about a camp- 
fire as Daudi, a young native Christian, 
told them tales of foolish monkeys and 
other animals and applied their expe- 
Tiences to those of his listeners. For 
example, there is described Tutu the 
Monkey, who thought that wearing a 
Moth-eaten lion’s skin would make him 
a lion; M’buzi the goat, who thought 
that a label marked “lion” attached to 
his horns would make him one. In 
this way Paul White has engagingly 
Tevealed in fable fashion, the foolish- 
hess of man in his attitude toward God, 
toward others, and himself. This col- 
lection of stories, written for children, 
obviously points a finger at adults, who 
will find it amusing and edifying as 
they read it to the children. _ 

The New Tenant. By Florence Fos- 
(Victory Press, Clapham Crescent, 
Sheila 
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quarry one foggy night by an escaped 
convict, who insists he is innocent of 
the crime for which he was in prison. 
He also accuses the new tenant of the 
small cottage near Sheila’s home of be- 
ing the real criminal. Young Sheila 
and her friend Peter Glennie try to 
find proof of the tenant’s guilt but their 
best efforts are not good enough. 
Through a word spoken to the convict 
by Sheila, the young man begins to 
think of God, and after he has given 
himself up, he is led to Christ by the 
prison chaplain. Sheila’s girl friend is 
the niece of the man in prison, and 
through Sheila’s loyal friendship also 
comes to know Jesus Christ as her Sav- 
iour. Eventually all knots are untied 
in the puzzle, and all ends well and 
with Sheila learning the value of a con- 
sistent, quiet testimony to the power 
and love of the Lord Jesus. Although 
the purpose and. teaching of the book 
are good, the plot is rather sketchy and 
not too believable. And perhaps it 
gives too easy a view of the results of 


witnessing, for seldom do all the people 


one contacts turn easily and readily to 
the Lord. “The New Tenant” is a se- 
quel to “The Elf of Southernwood” and 
depends upon it too much, especially at 
the beginning. Names, characters, events 
are introduced in a way that assumes 
a knowledge of the previous book, and 
the reader is a little confused. 


Christianity versus the Cults. By Jan 
Karel van Baalen. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich.} $2.) 
Aware of an increasing spirit of toler- 
ation of the cults on the part of Chris- 
tians, the author of “The Chaos of 
Cults” and “Gist of the Cults” con- 
tinues his polemic against the cults, and 
this volume is designed primarily for 
the layman’s use. It is a brief (136 
pages) account of twelve of the more 
prominent cults. It is not well docu- 
mented—many quotations do not have 
reference to volume and page. Al- 
though the language is simple, the pres- 
entation is not systematic and is some- 
times characterized by a belligerency 
that will mar its usefulness in evan- 
gelism. Nevertheless; the author is an 
expert in his field, and this volume 
should be commended by pastors as 
useful to church members in their de- 
fense of the faith. . 


Calvin’s Doctrine of Man. By T. F. 
Torrance. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) To many 
Christians, the study of theology is an 
academic thing, and, at best, something 
to be left to the’ experts—the theologians 
and other scholars. It is most unfortu- 
nate that this opinion often prevails in 
Christian circles, for the result is often 
superficiality in understanding and shal- 
lowness in daily living. The study of 
theology by the layman can-ebe a re- 
warding experience, and we should be 
thankful for every book that is an aid 
to such study. 

The book before us is of this sost. 
The author has, in a sense, distilled 


the theological» teaching of Calvin on. 


one particular theme, and the result is 
a stimulating presentation of Biblical 
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truth. This is, of course, not to say 
that every earnest reader will be in full 
accord with all that Calvin teaches, and 
Dr. Torrance makes no claim of infalli- 
bility for the giant of Geneva. But 
no Christian can read this book with- 
out receiving fresh insights into the 
teaching of the Word, and without be- 
ing forced to think more deeply about 
these vital matters. Moreover, the 
reading of what Calvin really taught 
will, on ‘occasion, serve as a corrective 
of what people sometimes think he 
taught. 

This is not easy reading, but it is re- 
warding reading. If one wants devo- 
tional stimulus, he may find it more 
readily elsewhere. If he wants to con- 
sider afresh the Biblical teachings con- 
cerning man, in order that his own 
mind may be quickened and his under- 
standing of the deep things of God en- 
larged, he may study this book with 
real profit. 


An Exposition of the Epistle to the 
Galatians. By John Brown, D.D. (Sov- 
ereign Grace Book Club, 1124 S. E. First . 
St., Evansville 13, Ind, $495.) Many 
servants of Christ are grateful to the 
Sovereign Grace Book Club for the 
work it is doing in making available 














82 (14) 


once again some of the choice commen- 


taries written by the Puritan divines. 
Chronologically, John Brown does not 
belong to this group of writers, but, in 
spirit and in power, he follows in their 
train. His ministry was largely in the 
first half of the nineteenth century, but 
this book is full proof Gap Be spans to 
our times as well. 

Dr. Brown’s comments on the text 
are spiritually enlightening and based 
on sound scholarship. He is obviously 
familiar with the extensive literature 
that has been written on Galatians, and, 
best of all, he knows the Book itself. 
Here are no shallow platitudes, or su- 
perficial devotional comments. The au- 
thor is thorough in his presentation of 
the problems connected with the Epis- 
tle, and forthright in the solutions he 
suggests for them. The practical appli 
cation of the truth is not neglected, 
and indeed, this aspect of his work is 
amazingly up-to-date. 


Typical of his sound, practical ap- 


proach is that which Dr. Brown writes 
with regard to Paul’s rebuke of Peter. 
He comments: “Paul did not keep silent 
as if he had been afraid of Peter; he 
was not awed by the example of so 
great an apostle into the silent sanction 
of what he thought wrong; and he did 
not oppose Peter by secret insinuation 
—by speaking evil of him when he was 
absent,—he avowed to himself his dis- 
satisfaction with his conduct. . . . Let us 
all learn from Paul’s conduct, not to 
allow the authority or example of any 
man, however great or good, to inter- 
fere with the convictions of our own 
minds respecting: truth and duty. Let 
us be certain that a man is to be blamed 
before we withstand him; and, when we 
do, let it be to his face” (pp. 84, 85). 

As is so often the case, the reading of 
this century-old treatise reveals the 
shallowness of many of our present-day 
expositions of Scriptural truth. Dr. 
Brown’s treatment of this precious por- 
tion of the Word is characterized by 
what our forefathers used to call “sound 
learning and vital piety.” 


Faith and Perseverance. By G. C. 
Berkouwer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. $4.) The 
doctrine of eternal security here re- 
ceives a Scriptural defense against ob- 
jections of Arminians, Romanists, and 
Lutherans. It is expounded in its re- 
. lation to admonition, prayer, and temp- 
tation. In this volume, we find the 
author giving his usually fair and ju- 
dicious treatment to opposing views, as 
he clarifies the doctrine in the light of 
overstatements, false inferences, 
misunderstandings. For deep insight 
into Scripture and for breadth of under- 
Standing, this volume stands alone 
among treatments of this doctrine. 


My Way of Preaching. Edited by 
Robert J. Smithson. (Pickering & 
Inglis, Ltd., London, E.C. 4; 12/6 net.) 
“Fourteen distinctive contributions” is 
the subtitle of this volume, made up of 
fourteen statements and sermons from 
as many outstanding British ministers. 
Each one has presented a brief sum- 
mary. (averaging about four pages) of 


and , 
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his own personal method of procedure. 


in sermon preparation. This is followed 
by a sample sermon. There is a good 
deal of similarity in the matter of prep- 
aration, and yet there is also a con- 
siderable amount of variety seen in 
the’ methods employed by these men 
in their preparatory labors. It will 
prove to be interesting reading for the 
more seasoned minister, and may prove 
suggestively helpful to the ministerial 
student, or the graduate who is’ just 
embarking on his pastoral career. The 
sermons in themselves do not seem to 
offer anything particularly unique or 
outstanding, in fact some are rather 
mediocre. Most of the sermons are 
textual, but some are topical. Some of 
the contributors are well known in this 
country, either by reputation, personal 
ministry, or through their writings. A 
few of these are: F. Townley Lord, W. 
E. Sangster, John McBeath, and W. 
Graham Scroggie. 


You and Your Bible. An anthology 
of R. A. Torrey’s writings. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.) 
Selected chapters from the writings of 
the internationally famed American 
evangelist, R. A. Torrey, have been 
brought together to meet a present-day 
need for more knowledge about the 
Bible. These writings are cormipiied in 
logical order so as to possess continuity 
of thought. This book will be encour- 
aging and helpful to both young and 
old. The chapters, in which he presents 
the reasons for his convictions, are ton- 
vincing and will help the reader find 
a-firm foundation for his faith. 


x 


Does a Tenth Belong to God? 
(Continued from second page) 


Just here let it be said that when we 
speak of giving into the Lord’s treasury 
in. these days we mean giving at the 
Lord’s call to causes which the Lord ap- 
proves: as His own—whether through 
strictly religious channels or in lines of 
private beneficence. Of course the sup- 
port of one’s own family, or the giving 
to anyone who is properly dependent 
on us for support, is not such giving to 
the Lord. 


Who then supposes that the New Tes- 
tament commands to give systemat- 
ically and freely were intended or were 
understood as covering in all less than 
the very lowest limits of Jewish and 
of heathen religious giving? It is an 
absurdity to suggest such a thought. 
“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
“Sell that ye have, and give alms.” 
“Upon the first day of the week let 
every. one of you lay by him in store, 
as God hath prospered him.” “Every 
mani according as he purposeth in his 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheer- 
fuf giver.” “Remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” “If 
therefore ye have not been faithful in 
the unrighteous mammon, who will com- 
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mit to your trust the true riches?” 

Let a man read over these and many 
like injunctions from the New Testa- 
ment, in the light of the Old Testament 
record, and then say, if he can, that a 
Christian can have ‘common honesty 
before God while not giving at least 
one-tenth of his income to the Lord’s 
cause. ° 


OneE-TENTH Gop’s BASKET ’ 
“But all that we have and are, are © 
the Lord’s,” says one. “How, then, can 
it be said that we are bound to pay 
one-tenth any more than two-tenths to. 
the Lord? We are Christian stewards, 
in the use of all that is committed to 
us.” No, that is not a fair stating of 
the case. The Christian stewardship ap- 
plies only to the nine-tenths of that 
which comes to us as our income. The 
one-tenth is not given to us for such — 
use as we see fit to make of it. That is 
the Lord’s from the beginning. It is, in 
fact, the basket in which the Lord sends 
to us the nine-tenths which He commits 
to our keeping. If we do not hand that 


_right back to Him, we steal His basket. 


Could anything be meaner than that? 
Yet here are men and women—mem- 
bers of Christian churches—who. have 
been storing up those stolen baskets 
for years, counting them in their in- 
ventory, and pointing to them trium- 
phantly as showing how bountifully the 
Lord has blessed them. “Will a man 
rob God?” Sure enough—will he? 


Gop THE PREFERRED CREDITOR 

“But,” says another, “I have debts to 
pay, and my income must be -devoted 
to that before it can fairly be available 
for charities. I ought to be just, before 
I am generous.” Of course your credi- 
tors have a prior claim to strangers on 
your income. And of course you ought 
to be just. But are all your other 
creditors to be preferred above the 
Eord? Is there any justice in your ig- 
noring His fair claim upon you? One 
of the meanest things that any business- 
man can, be capable of is the dividing 
up his assets without.a share to his en- 
dorser. If you refuse to pay over the 
first tenth of your income to the Lord 
as a preferred creditor, you do 4a 
meaner thing than the man who de- 
liberately swindles his endorser. The 
tithe of one’s income to the Lord is not 
a charity; it is one’s first and most 
pressing debt—a debt of honor; a sacred 
and supreme obligation; an obligation 
resting on each and every Christian 
believer. The tithe is not the outer- 
most limit of a believer’s duty in re- 
ligious giving; but it is the innermost 
limit. Many a Christian ought to: give 
far more than this: never ought one to 
give less—less than one-tenth of his 
actual income, ‘whether that income be 
little or much. 


Ir Pays To Pay Your DEsts 
In recognizing the duty of tithe-pay- 
ing when one’s income is limited, and) 
one’s personal and family needs are 
great, it is essential to recognize the 
supernatural element in God’s pfovi- 
dential care of His children. If a Chris- * 
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tian man has an income large enough 
to supply all his needs without diffi- 
culty, there is neither shadow of excuse 
nor show of decency in his failure to 
pay over one-tenth of it to the Lord. 
‘But when one feels the pinch of pov- 
erty every day of his life, then it is im- 
portant that he should bear in mind 
that nine cents will go farther than ten 


cents would go, and that nine dollars | 


will go farther than ten dollars would 
g0 in providing for himself and his 
loved ones when that other cent or that 
other dollar has been paid to the Lord, 
who claims it as His own. There is no 
mistake about this to him who has 

Every child of God who has 
Tested on this truth has found it to be 
a source of unfailing dependence. Only 
those disbelieve it who have never 
trusted God enough to try it even as 
an experiment. It' is with individuals 
a it is with churches in this. matter. 
Neither their troubles nor their doubts 
ever come from their paying their debts, 
or from their giving too freely of their 
substance to the Lord’s work. 

The old colored preacher had the 
Tight idea about this when he said: “I 
hab nebber known a church killed by 
to much gibbing to de Lord. If dere 
should be such a church, and I should 
know about it, I tell you what I’d do. 
Td go down to dat church dis bery 
Right; and I’d clamber up its moss- 
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cobered roof, and I’d sit a-straddle of 


‘its ridge-pole, an I’d cry aloud, ‘Blessed 


am de'dead which die in de Lord.’” 
Dying for duty-doing—starving to 
death for tithe-paying to the Lord—is 
a good way of dying; but there is less 
danger of death in that line than in 
any other that the writer knows of. 


“MOoneEY IN HEAPS 
Wartinc New MAcHINERY” 

It was twenty-three centuries ago that 
God said to some of His children who 
had had doubts on this point: “Bring 
all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, .. . if I will 


not open you the windows of heaven, 


and pour out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

And it was twenty-six centuries ago 
that an experiment of this sort was 
fairly made among God’s people. As a 
result of it, the tithes lay in great heaps, 
beydnd the ability of the Lord’s priests 
to make use of them. “Then Hezekiah 
questioned with the priests and the Le- 
vites concerning the heaps. And Azariah 
the chief priest of the house of Zadok 
answered him, and said, Since the people 


began to bring the offerings into the- 


house of the Lord, we have had enough 
to eat, and have left plenty: for the Lord 
hath blessed his people; and that which 
is left is this great store.” 

Today, if all the Lord’s people should 
bring in their tithes to the Lord’s treas- 
ury, the money would lie in heaps 
waiting for new machinery to put it in 
motion.. What do you think is the pros- 
pect of such a financial freshet in the 
religious channels of beneficence? Are 
you doing your share to bring it about? 


s 


Getting Children Saved 
(Continued from page 73) 


disciples and many people saw Him 
and talked with Him? Do you believe 
that He went back to Heaven, and that 
He hears us when we pray? 

Would you like to ask Him to save 
your soul right now and to write your 
name in His Book of Life? Let us fold 
our hands on the table like this so they 
will not bother anyone. Let us all bow 
our heads and close our eyes while we 
pray. (The children will repeat the 
words with the teacher) . 


PRAYER 


“Dear Heavenly Father:': We come in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
believe that He is the Son of God; that 
He lived on this earth, that He was cru- 
cified on the cross of Calvary. We be- 
lieve that He died for our sins, that He 
went back to Heaven. We believe that 
He hears us when we pray, that His 
Holy Spirit is everywhere. 

“We ask You now, dear Lord Jesus, 
to forgive all our sins, to wash our 
hearts in Your precious blood.. We ask 
You, dear Lord, to come into our hearts, 
to make us children of God, to write 
our names in Your Book of Life.” 

(Each child should repeat his own 
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name alone if he feels ready to do so— 
let the Holy Spirit lead. All may’ not 
respond at the same time. Just wait 
quietly without urge or hurry, helping 
with words if needed. The rest of the 
prayer may be in unison). 

“Dear Lord Jesus, I ask you to write 
my name, Johnny Jones, in Your Book 
of Life right now. I thank you for sav- 
ing my soul. 

“We accept You as our Saviour. We 
thank You for forgiving our sins and 
for saving our souls. We believe You 
have done it. We thank You dear Lord 
Jesus, and we ask You to help us to 
sin no more. We ask in the name of 
Jesus, amen.” 

And now, He has written your names 
in His Book, for He said whatever we 
asked in His name, He would do. We 
need to pray every day and to keep the 
sin spots washed away in His blood. 
We need to read the Bible. It is God’s 
Word to us His children. 

Prayer connects us with God, just as 
the light wire connects our light globe 
with the powerhouse. If we cut the 
wire, the light goes out. If we do not 
pray, we lose touch with God. If we 
do not pray, Satan will cause us to sin. 
He will try to separdte us from our 
Heavenly Father. Let us keep close to 
God through prayer and through read- 
ing the Bible. Let us pray one for an- 
other. 

The boys with whom this method was 
used have repeatedly given their word 
of testimony. They have been sure they 
are saved, and their changed attitude 
has been evidence of their changed 
lives. But this suggested procedure will 


-be adapted by every good teacher. It 


should be well rehearsed and prayer- 
fully prepared. All discussion and 
dialogue must be kept strictly jn line,. 
or time will run out before the main 
objective is reached. 


OLYMPIA, WASH. 
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Children at Home 


The Good Shepherd 


Founded on fact 
By Sara Shields 


HEN Jill was six years old, 
Grandpa came to the apartment 
where she lived with Mother and took 
them both back to his home in the coun- 
try. Jill’s daddy had been sent by his 
firm on a business trip, and Grandpa 
had invited, the little girl and her 
mother to stay with him for the six 
months that Daddy would be gone. 
Grandpa was the minister of the lit- 
tle church in the village, and his. house 
was next door. It was a pretty church, 
Jill thought. Her mother had attended 
this church and Sunday school when 
she was a little girl. Behind the desk 
where Grandpa stood to preach there 


’ was a stained-glass window in memory 


of her Grandma. It had a picture of 
the Lord Jesus. He was holding a lamb 


_ 
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in His arms, and the mother sheep was 
by His side, looking up so trustingly at 
Him. 

Sometimes Jill asked her mother if 
she could go into the church, “just to 
sit.” And when her mother asked her 
why she wanted to go into the church 
so often, she said: “I love to look at the 
picture of the Good Shepherd. Isn’t it 
lovely, Mother—the dear little lamb in 
Jesus’ arms, and the mother sheep look- 
ing up at Him?” 

One day while Jill sat quietly in the 
church, another little girl came in and 
sat down. She looked as if she had 
been crying, but she just sat quietly 
by herself. Jill wondered if she ought 
to go and sit by the little girl, or if she 
should go and bring Grandpa or Mother: 

Just then .the little girl began to cry 

softly, so kindhearted little Jill moved 
over beside her, and, touching the other 
child gently, she said: “Please, may I 
do something to help you? My name 
is Jill. I live next door at the Manse 
with Mother and Grandpa. Please don’t 
cry,” and Jill put her arm around the 
little girl. 
_ The other child stopped crying, and 
said: “My name is Betty Mann, and my 
mother died just a few days ago. 
Mother. and I used to come to this 
‘church twice each Sunday, and I went 
to Sunday school. I’m so lonesome for 
my mother,” and the little girl began 
to cry again. 

Jill slipped out quietly, and in a few 
minutes was back with Grandpa. 

“Why, it’s little Betty. Mann,” said 
Grandpa. “How did you get back here, 
Betty? I understood you were staying 
with your Aunt Emily.” & 

“Yes, sir.~ Aunt Emily took me back 
to her house after Mother died, but she 
really doesn’t want me. I overheard 
her and my uncle say I ought to be sent 
to the Children’s Home, as they can’t 
afford to keep me; and, oh, Dr. West, I 
wish I could go to my Mother!” 

Good Dr. West sat down beside Betty, 
and, taking her hand, said: “Betty, my 
dear, your mother was a true Christian. 
Life for her was difficult, indeed, and, 
young as you are, Betty, I think you 
know that, but she’s with the Lord now, 
and if you put your trust in Him, some- 
day He will take you to your mother.” 

“Mother talked to me, sir, before she 
died, but I’m so lonely for her, and I 
walked all the way back here after I 
heard my uncle and aunt say I should 
go to the Home. Mother told me Jesus 
was my Shepherd and my Saviour, and 
He would take care of me.” 

“And so He will, Betty,” said the 
minister. f 

“I wanted to see this picture of the 
Good Shepherd again, Dr. West,” said 
Betty. “It makes me feel good just to 
look at it, and I do trust Him as my. 
Saviour.” 

“All right, child,” said the good min- 
ister; “you and Jill and I will just kneel 
down here, and we'll tell Him all about 
your need for a home. In the mean- 
time I'll telephone your Aunt Emily 
that you are staying with us for a few 
days until we see what can be done.” 
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Dr. West told Betty a few days later 
that a Christian lady in his congre- 
gation had offered her a home. This 
lady was a widow and lived alone. She 
gladly welcomed little Betty, who knew 
now, for sure, that her Good Shepherd 
was taking care of her. 

That evening Jill said to her mother, 
“This afternoon, Mother, when Grandpa 
was praying in the church with Betty, 
I told Jesus I wanted Him to be my 
Saviour and my Shepherd. I’m not too 
young to accept Him, ‘am I, Mother?” 

“No, I don’t think you are, Jill. I ac- 
cepted Him as my Saviour and Shep- 
herd when I was just your age, and, 
oh, what a great Saviour and Shepherd 
He has been to me!” 


ToRONTO, CAN. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D., 





en, Bible > on the International 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School on Committee. 
February 2 to 8 


Mon., Feb. 2.—Luke 20:27-40. 
All Live to God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He is not a God 
of the dead, but of the living: for all 
live unto him.” Mr. Moody once said: 
“One of these days you will hear that 
D. L. Moody is dead: don’t believe a 
word of it. I shall be more alive than 
ever.” Absence from the body does not 
mean death to the soul. We shall live 
forever somewhere. Many souls will 
be able to get only a peek at the glories 
they shall never enjoy. (See Matt. 8: 
11, 12.) We all are fully alive in the 
next world. Eternity is the most sol- 
emn thought that can ever course 
through the mind of man, for eternity 
must be spent there in bliss or woe. 
Pray for more realization of the im- 

portance of your future destiny. 


Tues., Feb. 3.—John 14:1-7. 

‘Many Rooms in our Father’s House. 

PraYER SuccesTions: “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.” The term 
“mansions” means more than one room 
in a boarding house. It signifies a de- 
lightful home in the Paradise of God. 
And since God only doeth “wondrous 
things” we may say that “eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that 
love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). The vanities 
of time occupy many. Are you looking 
“for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God”? (Heb. 
11:10.) Pray to be more heavenly 
minded. 


Wed., Feb. 4—Rom. 8:31-39. 
Secure in God’s Love. 
PrayYER SuGGEsTIons: “Who shall sep- 
arate us from the love of Christ?” Did 
Jesus once upon you shine? Then Jesus 
is forever thine. If one has the Spirit, 


_ he increases His ministries in soul and 


service. Give Him opportunity. A lit- 
tle child can divert the waters of a 
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river into a miniature channel. So 
with grace it can be fuller. It is like 
the first breath of a newborn child. A 
sign of many and deeper breaths tg 
follow. Has the Lord given you His 
Spirit? What He begins, He wants also 
to complete. Pray for an unshakable 
confidence in Christ the author and 
finisher of faith. : 


Thurs., Feb. 5.—Psa. 118:1-9, 29. . 
Thank God for His Eternal Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” Six times over this 
phrase appears in this song of praise, | 
Six has been called the number of 
man’s day on earth. God’s goodness 
stands approved unchanged through all 
of life. We change, but Jehovah 
changeth not. He is ever and al- 
ways expending and extending mercies, 
“They are new every morning” and 
faithful every evening (Lam. 3:23). 
From the rising of the sun unto the go-: 
ing down of the sun the Lord’s name is 
to be praised. Pray that you may never 
lose your, singing heart (Col. 3:16), 


Fri., Feb. 6.—1 Cor. 15:35-44. 
Physical and Spiritual Bodies, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “There is a nat- 
ural body, and there is a_ spiritual 
body.” The resurrection of the body 
is not contrary to reason (1 Cor. 15:35- 
49). Its certainty has been proved by 
the resurrection of-Christ. “If Christ 
be not risen, then is our preaching vain, 
and your faith is also vain” 
Our first body is sinful and frail. 
Through the grace that saved us we 
shall have a body like unto His glori- 
ous body. You change houses here. 
You will change your physical house 
before long (see Rev. 20:12; 2 Cor. 5: 
10). May it be that “house... eternal 
in the heavens” mentioned in 2 Corin- 
thians 5:1. Pray for grace to keep 
your mortal body subject to Christ. 


Sat., Feb. 7.—1 Cor. 15:50-58. 

, Victory Over Death 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory.” Nothing so com- 
forts a bereaved Christian like the hope 
of the resurrection of the dead. In 
fact, in all .sufferings for Christ’s sake 
and the Gospel, and for consciefice, the 
hope of being with Christ in Heaven 
forever in a body like unto His death-: 
less body will make all sorrows here a 
nothing. “Thanks be to God,. which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Pray for a keen antici 
pation of your coming rapture a 
Christ’s return. 


Sun., Feb. 8.—2 Cer. 4:13-18. 
Daily Renewal. 
Prayer Succestions: “Our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is re 
newed day by day.” All believers cal- 
not say this about their inward mab. 
It is to be feared that the inward life 
is badly neglected. Few souls feed 
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daily on the bread from Heaven and 
drink from the heavenly fount of wit 
dom and spiritual refreshment. The 
outward man gets more attention thal 
the inward man. Pray that you méj 
always feed on Christ. 
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